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THE 
DISINTERESTED MARRIAGE. 

'letter'l' 

Chauum Fra*tkxand> Efq. to John 
Desborough, Efq. 

jOU call me a happy, dtffir 
paced fellow : difllpated I cer T 
tainly am, but I fear I ner 
y$r fhall be happy* You will, pen- 
haps, be furprifed at my telling you 
that the women, the dear creatures who 
might make my life a life of joy, embar* 
f afs me, diftrefi me, torment me. Theft 
Vol. L - B com- 
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complaints arc entirely occafioned 
by the confounded mode of modern 
female education. I cannot poflibly 
afford to -marry a woman who -has been 
fafhionably, that is extravagantly, li- 
centioufly brought up from her infancy : 
the naturally oxpenfive tafte of fuch a 
woman is by no means to be gratified 
by me. With wy moderate fortune! 
cannot pretend to make my addreflcs to 
z fine lady with a fmall one; and wherft 
is the woman with a large one who will 
condefcend to give me her hand ? I do 
not, indeed, wifh to meet with fuch a 
condescending woman-: i deteft all mer- 
cenary 'proceedings : i cannot bear the 
thoughts of taking .a wife merely for 
the fake of her money — No chains for 
jne, Jack, though golden ones. Fetters are 
fetters, of whatever materials they are 
conftru&ed. Befides, when a woman 

has 
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has made a man's fortune, die is ex-' 
tfemely apt to exped too many atten- 
tions from him' — to (peak more plainly — 
to exercife a tyrannical power over him, 
especially if fhe finds 'him of afubmifiive 
difpofition. Unequal alliances, either 
national or matrimonial, are feldom pro- 
ductive of happy confequences. In 
every fuppofable connection in life we 
cknnot hope for felicity from it, tinlefs' 
we are pretty much upon a footing with 
t-he perfons to whom we attach our- 
felves. We are never eafy, never com- 
fortable, with people greatly fuperior to 
us, from whatever fource that fuperi- 
ority arifes. You % and moft of the 
yOung fellows of the age, will, I know, 
fneer at thefe Gothic declarations, which 
have fo little of the ton in them ; but 
you will hereafter believe me, when you 
have paft your burning meridian, be 
B 2 more 
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more inclined to fubferibe to them than 
you imagine you (hall be. Young as I 
am myfelf, vigorous as my confutation 
is, and keen as all my appetites are 
for joy, I fwear I could fit down with 
a woman, quite contented, provided 
that woman was not abfolufcely old* nor 
frightfully ugly. With a clean,, good 
huroouied* fenfibk, fond wife, L could 
be as happy as if I. was the despotic 
mailer of a feragjio of beauties. 

With this turn of mind, this cafihefi 
of temper, is it not hard that I cannot 
meet with a woman to my tafte ? — I. will 
honeftly confefs, that a woman I mufi 
have: on awjfel cannot think of ven- 
turing. 

* You may tajte v a &d into* keeping" 

True; 
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True; and that girl nmf be, moft 

probably will be, ten times more proud, 
faucy, and extravagant than any wife— • 
without bringing a Ihilling towards the 
fupport of her current expenses. 

" You may be k$t yourfelf " 

Worie and worfe, a thcufrnd times : 
iwcti chains are ftill more gdlling than 
tho& of matrimony* 

" You -muft tfven^mufc yourfelf now 
" and then with a 4bay ^ymph^ or en- 
" deavour to be upon good tf&rns with 
" fome married women among your 
? friends *nd acquaintance." 

No— J am too nice to engage, mdif- 
criminately, with the profefled votaries 
of Venus ; and honour forbids me to 

peach upon another man's grounds. I 
B 3 am 
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am too virtuous, indeed, Defborough, 
to commit adultery •, but I do hot ftart 
at a little fimple fornication. 

Thus, you fee, I have no very bril- 
liant hopes of what / call happinefs, as 
I am not pofleffed of an ample fortune y 
that is, an income fufficient to gratify 
my own wifhes, and the defires alio of 
.my female companion. Without a fe- 
male companion I have no idea of feli- 
city : and I aflure you, had I a large 
eftate at my command, I would marry 
to-morrow, whether the girl of my 
choice tiad a fixpence in her pocket or 
not : had I enough for us both, I fhould 
be extremely well fatisfied. The girl is 
rea dy — Were the fortune ready too — but 
as there is no profpeft of that, tell me 
no more of my happinefs. It is impofli- 

ble 
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blc for mc to be happy without a wo^ 
man. 

I am, however, 

Your very fincefc, 
though very difcontented friend, 

Charles Fran kl and* 



LETTER IL 

Lady Luc v. Menell to Lady Beli? 
Wallace at Paris. 

JDear Bell, 

AFTER a tedious day, and 9 
reftlefs night, I fit down, to tell 
you, with forrow to tell you, what 
difcoveries I have made in myfelf : dff- 
' B 4 coverica 
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coveries which J am almoft WhaBi«d 
to communicate; but I cannot, I^do 
not defire to conceal them from you. 
I actually believe that I -am m love — 
I have been horridly queer thefe laft 
four and twenty hours—I cannot think 
what *s Ac matter with rae* but it 
Is certainly fo — You (hall judge from 
the fymptoms wfifck I am going to de- 
scribe. In the firft place, however, 
ta raegive you a Ikejch of the charm-' 
ing fellow who has made fuch a mon- 
ftrous buttle in <ny mind —yet I affure 
you that his converfation has done more 
execution than his perfon. 

I was at Ranelagh laft night wHh £ir 
Thomas Lafcelks, and his lifter Mrs. 
Woodyer. There neyer was fach a 
crowd: ,we coikkl not get any feats, but 

were 
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>m*t forced to Walk round and found 
till we were ready to drop. 

Growing weary, at tength I carfK 
plained fo loud, that two gentlemen 
darting out Of a bofc, One irf" them ad- 
vanced to me, and made me an offer of 
it in fo gallant a manner, that I was 
doubty obliged to him for it* and I 
really flood fo long looking, at him be- 
fore I could find words to thank hktt, 
that I can give you a pfretty exaft de- 
fcription of his perfon. He was taU, 
and finely formed* his air Wfts that of a 
man of fa&ion; his complexion was 
clear, and animated With a glow of heakfe* 
with a manly chearfulnefe not to be ex- 
prefifed. He had a pair of the raoft 
feducing black eyes I ever beheld : his 
very fine hair was draft with a careleif- 
nefs infinitely becoming: to. conclude* 
B 5 hit 
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his elegant mouth, whenever he opened 
it, difcovered the whiteft and moft even 
fet of teetH to be conceived. Such was 
the per/on of this charming fellow. With 
regard to his voice and his addrefs, I 
cannot poffibly do them juftice with my 
pen. 

Well — we accepted his offer— I fliould 

rather fay J accepted of it, as it was 

direfted only to me, and took pofieflion 

of the . place he had quitted : my eager 

eyes, however, were brifkly employed in 

fearch of him. Every now and then I 

faw him, amidft the throng, talking to his 

companion, on whole fhoulder he leaned, 

with a vivacity perfedtiy enchanting. 

I was fo loft indeed in my fearch after 

him/ and in looking at him when I did 

•fee him, that I hardly knew what I was 

about. 

Hap- 
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Happening to mifs my handkerchief, 
I rofe in order to hunt for it, and found 
it under my feet. I picked it up imme- 
diately, and put it into my pocket. , 

As foon as I took it out at home* 
rumpled, a letter dropped out of k, 
figned Charles Frankland, It was ad* 
drefled to a John Defborough* Efq; in 
Clarges-ftrett. 

This letter contained femiments which 
delighted me exceedingly. It was full 
of fenfible and fpirited eapreflions, and 
there feemed to be a fincerity running 
through it* which made it doubly plea- 
fing. It muft certainly have been writ- 
ten, I think* by the agyeeable fellow 
whom I had admir<ecL I am by no 
means fare,, however, that it n»a$ written 
by>'«. There may have b$en twenty 
B 6 different 
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different men in /«&*/ box during the 
evening i but as I know not the names of 
any of them, as I know not even the 
charming fellow's name who gave me 
his place, I am altogether in the dark 
about this adventure. I can only fay 
with any tertainty, that the man whofe 
air and figure fo much attracted my at- 
tention, looked juft as if he could have 
written every word in the letter I lb un- 
expectedly brought home with me. Un- 
doubtedly he did write it— I cannot be 
mifiaken. Now the concfafion I draw 
from it is, that ibch a facet fellow, 
with fo excellent an underftanding, and 
4b pleafing a perfbn, nmft neceffarily 
make 4he woman whom he can love 
compleatly happy : and, as I have a fer- 
ine fuffioient, I hope, to make hm hap- 
py, if l^tnbutkeepk, as I am my own 
inifttfis* to mafeis die truth honeity, 
:: ...-a ; < * Bell, 
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JBcll, I finccrely wifli myfelf that indi- 
vidual woman. 

You will, probably, imagine chat my 
. bead is fluke turned, as I am : fo taken 
with 4 ipan whom I had never fcen bo* 
fore, and to whom I have never fpokei) : 
but though I wa% .J, jrill own, greatly 
ftruck with his figure and jranpcf of ad- 
drcft, I : am fa; more pfcafed with his 
letter, iq which; he has, t feemingly, 9- 
peoed his whole heart to his friend. 
What an hooeflr, uodefigniAg heart the 
agreeable wretch has ! If e is indeed; A 
tfery wretch; for he is, atretdy ia Jpro, 
yet; cannot aflbrd to marry. . But he 
will never beaoy thing, to me, at he iias 
declared he will never marry merely for 
money. I ihottid not indetd chufe to 
be looked upon only as an appendage 
<*a apellate: I muft be loved as much 

as 
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as I hve, or I will never, be a wife. To t 

how great a degree I could love this j 1 

wild fellow, I am almoft afraid to afk I 

myfelf. Wild he . is as wind, but not I 

wicked : now that juft fuits me. Af- 
ter all, however^ I cannot be certain I 
that be wrote this letter, (which I have 
tranferibed,* and enclofed for your pe- 
rufal :) and were I fure that he was the \ 
writer of it, how am I to get at him ? 
I may never fee him again, but I will 
make it my bufineis to $ffe every boty 
I meet with about a Mr. Frankland 
and a Mr. Defborough. By proceed* 
ing in fuch a way I fliall, perhaps, in 
time, know more of the matter than 
I do at present. As fboa as I have 

* The forgoing one, 

, gained 
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gained the wifhed-for intelligence you 
fliall hear farther from 

Yours affectionately, 

Lucy Menell. 

LETTER III. 

From the fame to the fame. 

I WAS right, Bell: I thought I 
could not be miftaken: am I not 
exceedingly lucky to have got all my 

information fo loon i However, I ifaall 
not, I fancy, be the happier for it. I 
fuppofe now you want to hear how it 
happened in a hurry : I will make hafte 
therefore to tell you. 

The morning after I wrote to you I 
called on Harriot Swymmer, in co'nfe- 

quence 
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quence of an appointment between u* v 
a week ago. I was never left dtifpofctt 

to vifit her, but I went. I found her i 

brother with her. Hiey were talking * 

o£ fomfc company £* had met with at | 

Ranelagh the very night / was there. j 

"Lord bids tm\ n exclaimed I, 
-with a violent abruptnefs, "did you 
" fee a Mr. Frankland I" 

*« Certainly Idid, M replied he Sharks 
*' Frankland is one of my moft inti- 
44 mate friends : but he was not of 
"jour party, Lady Lucy, that night.** 

<c No i* anfwered 1, colouring ex- 
ceflively, " we are not acquainted ; but 
.** I received an accidental civility from 
* a gentleman of that name, I believe; 

H lam 
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V l*at not fore, however. What loit 
" of a man is jour Frankkntd ?° 

" Tall, well-made and handfome, 
€C with a : brown complexion," faid he* 
" the laonefteft, befl>natured fellow in 
a the world.— Does this description 
iC fquare with yours ?" continued he, 
finiling : cc but we fhall fbon fee, for I 
? txpe& him here eycry moment," 

How my heart fluttered, Belli i 
was ready to die with apprehenfions : 
I longed to itay, mdjet I was afraid 
left I fliould be anftakca*: ; However, I 
plucked up a little courage, and pro- 
ceeded ~- *? The mm I mean, Mr. 
" Swymmer, is in love, I imagine/' 

«• With your LadyflWp*"t* plied he> 

furveying me, archly. 

; "Lord, 
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" Lord, no — I am quite a itranger 
" to him," faid I, blulhing again, like 
an awkward creature as I was— "but"— 

"Oh, — yes, — * anfwered he, 'recol- 
lecting himfelf, and happily overlooking 
my embarraffment, " I believe he is in 
u love with ? Mifs Price : yet I do not 
u think they will come together ; there 
cc is not mohey .enough between them r 
u Charles is too generous to diflrefs the 
44 woman whom he pretends to love.* 

Excellent ! — thought I — This muflr 
be my man : there are few like him. 

Before I could aflc any more queftbns, 
or make any more reflections, the very 
man, the fweet fellow, of whom we had 
been talking, came in. 

With 
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With a gracefulnefs not to be de« 
fcribed, he advanced towards Harriot : 
then, turning to me, he fell back a 
little, as if recolle&ion had made him 
think fomething more than a formal bow 
required of him, and threw a fmile into 
his animated countenance, which added 
a thoufand bewitching charms to features 
which were but too attractive before. 

I fmiled too, I believe: I certainly 
coloured, and looked like a fool, yet X 
was willing to fix him for an acquaint- 
ance at once, becaufe I did not know 
when I might fee him again. I cur- 
tefied therefore, as if I thought myfelf 
under obligations, and wifhed to make 
acknowledgments. I found myfelf 
ftrangely at a lofs — I was never more 
difconcerted in my life. At laft, I fome- 
how contrived to mention Ranelagh; 

and 
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"and then, turnirtgto him, faid, with all 
the good-humour I tould call up in my 
face — «*1 believe, Sir, I was obliged to 
** yen for a feat feme, nights ago : it was 
%m * moft feafonable relief, as I was ne- 
44 ver more wearjr in my life." _ 

u I am inexpreffibly happy, Madam,'* 
replied he, with a charming voice, and 
a ftriking fatisfadtton in his looks, " in 
™ having *been of any fcrvice to yt>u." 

This little fpeech-confifleraHy increafod 
tny prepoffeffions in his favour, fcifhqtt, 
*cH,heafe^(ttfclyem:hapitedjtie^ andlbe- 
iieve 1 was fo farr taken in as trcft to be 
•able to difguife the pleafure I feltin being 
•fo near him - 9 though I do aflbre you I 
Urove to conceal it. Whether Swy ai- 
mer faw ft I cannot tell, but he a&ed as 

if 
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if he had a. mind to. keep, us together, 
by propofing a vifit to Chriftie's. 

J made no obje&on to lps propofaL . 
1 flaould have gone* I fancy, to the* 
end of the world with fucb company 

Harriot immediately declared her ap- 
probation of her brother's fcheme, and 
we fet oux. Frankland and I entered ^ 
very freely into coflverfation. What a . 
fine underftanding he has!. How exn 
<quifite is his fenfibility ! how delicate is 
his tafte! In fhort, Bell, ibis is the 
man. — But he is in love with another 
woman*— However,, not being quite lure 
that he had wrote the letter which I fo 
much admired, I refolved to have my 
curiofity gratified 

Taking 
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Taking it out of my pocket — <4 I 
"fancy, Sir," faid I, "you are con- 
M cerned in ibis letter. I am ftrongly 
44 inclined to believe indeed that you 
* wrote it.V— putting it into his hand. 

Take notice, Bell, I had fecured an- 
other copy. What an infinite deal of 
pains have I taken about this man al- 
ready! I wilh he ever repays me: 
though, in tny opinion, he well deferves 
all my folicitude about him. 

Taking the letter from me, he laughed, 
yet coloured a little, and looked rather 
confufcd. — " Good God ! " exclaimed 
he, " how could that blundering fellow 
" Dcfborough drop my fcrawl ? — lam 
" quite forry," continued he, in a dif- 
ferent tone, " that your Ladyftiip had 
" the trouble of picking it up : it was 

J* not 
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not in the lcaft worthy of your atttn- 

* ♦tipn"— (thryfting it into his pocket.) 

"Indeed,** replied I, "you do it not 
*? fufficient juftice : the letter is a very 

* good letter : I will not pretend to fky 
" that I have not read it, as it -was 
" open ; and 1 am fure it contains ex- 
u <:eUent fentiments^* 

* c "Your.ljadyihip does me unmerited^ 
~" honour," faid he, with a refpe&ful 
bow, calling down, at the. fame time, 
his bewitching eyes: " but I am adtu- 
" allyalhamed of your having feen fuch 
r poor matters." * 

•"•" If that is all," cried Swymmer, 
laughing, "pfythee write a better epiftle, 
4C to make Lady Lucy amends for that* 
" which has fallen under her infpeftion." 
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" I date Mt idee that Kbcntjv" re- 
plied he, with a ferutinizing look; to 
fee, I thought, if he might or no. 

"You may, indeed," anfwered I, 
fouling : " I fhall not be at all forry to 
" have fuch a corrdpondent." 

I was now afraid I had: laid too much : 
I really wondered at myfclf, and blufhed: 
yes, honeftly blufhed at my own af- 
furance. 

He looked, and bowed again— Surely 
he will not write. If he writes I fliall^ 
be loft. He is a divine creature. I 
could hardly, I own, prevail on myfclf 
to go while he ftaid. At laft, however, 
fearful of being pronounced quite intoxi- 
cated with him, I rofe» 

He 
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He followed me, and put me into my 
chair: and here, I fuppofe, our ac- 
quaintance will end i for I cannot, de- 
cently, make any farther advances, and 
he did not foljcitiafipther interview, r 

. .How heavy, my h$flrt is ! How dull 
is my lifft } ,\ Tp , flftake thq affair' w«rfe, 
^ cordis juft^r-riyed from Lord Graffiag- 
ton.; I cannot pebbly think of Mm, 
after this insinuating, captivating Frank* 
land. 

.Don't you imagine my Head is quite 
turned ? ] Mafl'W^ber, however, I am 



; » «;■» . 



Your affedtionate 



c \ > :j <: ,;.-:;. . Lucy Menell. 1 

f tte: I. C LET- 
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LETTER IV; 
Mr.' Frasklaxd to Mr. Desborough. 



^XTTBAT*a«feki^ *fle, good-for- 
W nothing rogue you arc, to go 
j*d drop niy letter at Ranefagfe, *nd 
make me, by fi> doing, look lie an aft; 
faefot the rtteft agKcfcMe creaturcfe the 
tmireffc, wb6 ptckai i t up -, a Lady 
LucjrMebctt? ; 

Lady Lucy was the veiy woman 
yvhom I fe>eto particular notice of that 
flight : the very woman, to whom, as fee 
appeared to be quite tired with her cir- 
cular walks, we refigned our box. Do 
yoa not, rr coiled; > fter ? You cannot, 
furely, have forgotten her. She was 
tali anddegrat* not abfolutely a beauty, 
but fomething more: lhe had one of 

: tbofit 
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thofe feces which are full of exprelW 
and fenfibility : fuft either .of a liugW 
able vivacity, or ah enchanting, injgfftiL 
ble languor. This is the wonian'who 
took Up my letter, and who has'/naVTe 
riot a few fpeeches 'to me 'about it : 
if>eeches of a very intoxicating nature/ 
T aflureyou: they have excited in >e' 
fome Vairi, fome faucy fenfations.' fn- ? 
deed Jack,- however,- 1 wtfh.y'ou had' 
not dropped this nrfy. letter,' fo* i<Thas 
thfowti me into the" way of a wotrian ; 
whom t (hall probably iilce - b&ter than 
I Ought. I had but juft, you know, been' 
telling you in it; thatfwa* niiferable' 
on account of thefex } not ivitb a wo-' 
man, but for want of one. An alinoft. ; 
angelic creature is now fallen in my.' 
way : to look at only : were I to offer at 
a contafl with her, flie would, I imagine, 
fobn give me reafon to repent of my 
•-..-' c 2 rahV 
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raflinefs. I will not, therefore, come in 
her fight. She looks fweetly* I confefs, 
and fpeaks fairly too, at prefent 5 yet^ 
fhould I perfevere in keeping up the 
acquaintance I have made* with her, I 
fhould foon expe£t to fee a change in her. 
I cannot, indeed, expeft her, with fuch a 
fuperiority in point of rank and fortune, 
to think in a favourable manner of me. It 
will, confequently, be more prudent in 
me to think no more of her: for ad- 
mitting any condefcenfions on her fide in 
my favaur, I fhall, by availing myfelf of 
them, be fuppofed, and not unjufltly, .to 
aft under the influence of lucrative confi- 
deratkms. No — I am much too proud . 
to be a petticoat penfioner. Once again, 
Jack, I wifli you had not dropped my 

letter. 

Yours* 

Charles Frankland. 
LET- 
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L E T T E R V. 

Lady Lucy to Lady Be£l. 

IT is as I faid. Frankiaad and I have 
never met fince, though I have been 
warmly in purfuit of him from place to 
place. I juft faw him, flying, one morn- 
ing into the Park) and was really far 
gone enough to have flopped him : but 
though I faid " Your fcrvant, Sir/* an4 
looked as if I wifhed he would have 
fpoken to me, the infenfiblc creature only 
took off his hat, fmiled, and hurried 
away from me. To be fure he does not 
like me. Did he feel the fmaUeft de* 
fire to be acquainted, he would not, I 
imagine, fcamper away from me as if J 
was infe&ed with the plague*— Well ! I 
cannot help it: I lhould, hQweyer, be 
C 3 ex- 
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extremely glad to fee, and be acquainted, 
with this Mifs Price ; and, now I think 
of it, I will call upon Harriot Swymmer * 
flie, perhaps, can tell me every thing I 
want to know. When I come back I 
will fintfh my letter. 
i. . j' !. 

In Continuation. 

- I Tiurried to Swymmer, and all the 
way : I' went, fancied that flie would 
Hoi be at home \ but 1 was miftaken. 
She was both at home, and alone. I 
*as, "however, at a lofs to begin my 
fcnquirf , being apprehenfive of her fuf- . 
peftirig fbmething. I wanted to make a 
handfomeintrdduftion, but I could not 
bring ir out' cleverly. At laft I laid a 
trap for the gratification of my curiofity, 
with ^l good roiihd one. — You know what 
* mean. ' I ^afrforry afterwards, indeed, 

as 



aa it did fine nOijfortof fervice. •■ c * Mr. 
" Frankland,* fad fc< «« getfrig to be 
<c married, I hear/* 

<c Is he ? w replied Harriot, withbuf 
taking her eyes from her tambour ; " to 
" whom ?-" * tf To; xl^fcPrk^V ^n- 
fwered I ; " though I do not know any 
"thing about her/* ■^**D9kyoiii' ever 
" fee her ?" cried fhe, coolly — and then 
tljfMdihrqo averted 0* toia<|wt# dif- 
ferent fubjed. - ? " r ■ - i' ;, : v 

p Eigcr *o refiraie thai m wtioh -I was 
fo m»dh wtewfted oiyfld^ I <thta& pro-^ 
ceeded— •" I want to fee this Mfts Ptkpv 
** I wonder whether (he is pretty ." 
-*:>I ,'j — r 1 .:- •.•*-".--»• • ti / • '. ?] • 
-** t .know iMrttimg dl**^ her,* faid* 
HtnlrioTr with rather %&btAA tone, as if 

fhe was tired of hearing 4>f jfc*r. fl "' 

C 4 " I . 
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't I am fure fomebody mentioned her 
'J in this houfe," replied I. 

" My brother, I fuppofc— He knows 
« her." 

" Where is your brothtr Vt 

"Out of town,? 

,« Pftaw! w pnfwered I, peevifhly— I 

was actually in a pet. 

. Juft when I was thinking of taking 
leave, who fhpuld come in but Frank- 
lgnd himfelf ? ; 

" Is Mr. Swymmer at home, Ma- 
" dam ?" laid he to Harriot. Then, bow- 
ing to mi, he abided, « Your Lady ihip's 
^- moft obedient,* 

My 
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My heart began to thump ftrangely : 
at firft I thought to look cool, in order 
to (hew that I refentcd his indifference : 
but (hould I not, by fuch a behaviour, 
have (hewn him alfo that I was hurt by 
it ?— I a&ed in another manner : with a 
fmile I told him, that I was come to en- 
quire after a Lady of bis acquaintance, a 
"Mils Price. 

" She is a moft agreeable girl r " laid 
he, with a franknefs that charmed me. 
" Your Ladyfhip would, 1 believe* be 
" pleafed with her. 1 * 

" Very probably," replied I : H pray 
" tell me, Mr. Frankland, what fort of 
" a perfon has Ihe ?" 

" She is tall and (lender, yet genteelly 

? made," anfwered he: « (he is fair 5 

C 5 " (he 
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44 jhe has pretty little features, and the 
" to fy i^ u ^ es m her cheeks aainpate her 
" ^whole appearance." 

I Wbata fweet description, Bell ! I was. 
fyalf w 7 lpve with the girl, myfelf, pr ra- 
thef with the pjtfhire. he had drawn of 

« Vaftly agreeable, indeed," faid I : 
u apdhow i* her mind— if you, a* a 
" map, pay ?ny regard to /A*/ £ 

" I certainly do, Madam— A womaa 
" without a mind is, in my opinion, ex- 
44 trrnr>clydefcftiv^briUianta^herperib- 
" ual attra&ions may be*— Patty Price ha& 
44 a very good improved underftanding* 
44 and a gentle, affedtionate difpofition, 
$ l She is as mild as the wetter* breeze : 

" (he 



•* : At Has ncrpridc^ no vihlty, no i&c* 
* tatton* ' > 

<c A faultlefs charafter, I fuppofe ! M 
tried 1, interrupting Hiiri, out of patiehce 
to hear him fo etftravagapt in her praafei 
though I hated myfelfj at the fame time^ 
for being fo ridiculous — and fat down 
difcontented, without fpeaking another 
word.. t , 

V " \' ^ * "" ' v r \ 

"During my ftlence Frankiand chatted 
with Harriot, and 'totik not an/ notice 
of me tiH Swymmer appeared, who tolti 
us that every body was going to die Fan- 
toctini, and alke<5 ui if wfe would be of 
the party— looking' at' 1 ' Ffaiikland and 
me—" What party ? v > faid Harriot. ; 

" Sir William Sadler, Lady Sadler. 
<« and Mifs—Come,' Lady tuty,; 1 add* 
C 6 cd 
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*d he — 4< will you join us ?— and jw, 
" Frankland," continued he, u win 
" make one, I hope." 

*. I confented immediately : there was 
nothing I liked better ;. but my gentle- 
man Ixgan to fhy off, by faying that he 
believed he had an engagement that 
evening. 

I was almoft mad at the thoughts of 
k>fing to fine an opportunity. ** Nay 
w now," faid I to him, with a freedom 
on which I have fince reflected with fomc 
wonder* 44 you fh^ll not fervc us fo" — 
Thpjj, calling Harriot to my afiiftance, I 
added^'V Let us.oiake hipp i jjo with us, 
44 Mifs Swymmer " . 

tt ,Ay>". replied (he, with the fame 

jrovbking nonchalance which fhe had 

4 ■ '^ * difcoyered 
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difcovered all the morning — " Do you 
" make him ; I am fo puzzled with my 

.. _ / , !....;. .» ' 
" Do you hear, Sir.? 19 -(aid I, with a 
fmile, a I am to make you do what we 
" would have you/* 

With a look which would have charm*, 
ed infenjtinlitj herfelf, he replied, " I am 
44 all Obedience to your will, Madam ; I 
44 am quite at your difpofal." 

« I take you at your word," anfwer- 
ed I, laughing, '* apd lhall pubmyfelf 
44 under your protection, for the even- 

«ing." 

» 

He replied, while his eyes fparkkd 
with pleafure, i4 You do me a great 
44 deal of honour, Madam/ 9 

I then 
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I tbfcn wa* coning home to ditfc, 
^hcn Swymmer, infifting upon my dirr- 
ing there, made me promife to-rc«urrf 9 
when I had finilhed the important bufi- 
nefi of the febflefte. I jra&uo jnuch *n- 
ttftamed with nay company to ieftife. 

I was never fo foon drefled in my life, 
and yifi lector took sntae jpauu balook 
wcllJb ~h<*w I fucefceded, •, jrw mwft aflc 
VrtokUail ^^a^v^^mtiv< tome 
all the reft of the day, but mors, I fom- 
ly believe, from politenefs than from in- 
€lhiaticai- : ^Howeirfir, vatboyt ckamining 
clofciy hu motives^ Iw# fay that his 
bchwioMB was ^etigbtfol, nwiihing: I 
was intoxicated with pleafure; quite 
giddy : very filly I ibmetimes fear I was. 
Yet Franktand did not. fpe» to.be dif- 
gufted wiUime: perhaps he far that.. I 
could not help, bb^ng at my free way* 
i of 



V 



of proceeding, #*4 fcpmthe aatural be- 
nevolence of bis dilppfition piped «ny r 
weakaefs ; . if I?w guilty of a, we**kpe&; 
by admiring fucb a chara&er. tJ3jP 9U? 
appeared very afliduous about me : for 
when I, coming day* the iteps, tuned 
nay ancle by the dipping of my foot ? be 
cried, 4C Take care," with accents xa» 
ther teflde*, " and take hold of f»»" I 
did not want to be mjuefted twice, tp 
accept of his offered arm : I wa$ in p/iin* 
indeed * and I had a defire to fee how 
far he would go. 

When h« lifted me into the coach,, I 
was really much difojdered, and choft, 
to go home* 

On njy fcttiqg} down the Swymmers, 
Franklapd iaid he would wait on w. 

3 thanked 
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I thanked him, and intreated him not 
to give himfelf any trouble about me ; ( 

but 1 did not fay a great deal againft his 
attending me. ' 

When my coach flopped at my own 
door^ he took me very carefully out of ) 

it, and carried me quite into the houfe. ' 

I then begged him to let me down, and r 

to permit me to thank him for having 
been fo ferviceable to me. 

He complied, and not unwillingly, I 
thought.— We had chatted above an | 

hour before 1 in the leaft considered how | 

the time' pafifed away .—He then, pulling i 

out his watch, afked pardon for his in- 
trufion fo late in the evening, and flew 
out of the houfe before I could tell whe- 
ther I fhould have atted right or wrong 
by inviting him to eat a bit of fupper 

with 
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with me.-— I am now in the oddeft hu- 
mour imaginable: I am half-vexed, half* 
pleafed with myfelf: — -entirely pleafed 
with this too. agreeable fellow.— But I 
ought not, after all, to encourage a An- 
gle idea of Him, you know, Bell.—' 
What a deteftable contract was that/ 
which my father made with Lord Graf- 
fington ! If he claims the performance 
of it, I muft either give my hand to his 
Lordfhip, or Tofe a considerable part of 
my fortune, : HoweVer, I lhall in all 
Human probability, as he ism a fitua- 
tion extremely dangerous, foom inherit 
a much, larger fum by Harry MeneU's 
death, and then I ihall be certain of hav- 
ing enough for the man of my choky i I 
lhall then too be altogether eafy about 
the contrad.-rrAnd yet I cannot bear, 
the thoughts of being married only with 
mercenary views, efpecially by fuch a 
"-*'•. man 
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man ** F*ankltod£-r«birt & fcu.ro >fe** 
view.— Has he not $l«c}aretf &at he mil 
net be kcpfr by any women ? And is not 
a m»»-wJ» marries, merely for moriey 
hfrtiB a fcandatoiis t «w»^ 
Erankltyu) tJwkst ieriqufljt of me, te 
oBStinly k<& fam histoAmm fcrmfj 
yet ftppofiog there fhould be a mdtual 
inclination, can it dbe prudently indulged 
virile r (tar JF^tery i&ativto Wnm tfixru 
My «£rtkj ftet l*ed Grttflingtpo, tobenf 
lub rtCiiiSto fro|n JtacUnd, Will infift up?* 
n^pcrfonnkgmyfatfietf^ 
1 never gro* apr o»te to the proceeds 
ings between them i relating to -me.*-* 
Thefc rcJk&ona' are cjubr tormenting,: 
and ptevent my ihwtiing any longer pn 
vbat hpv btely, given one fo mlichL 
hcad-fidt ddi^it^Aditor- 

- : ~<> L. M. " 
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LETTER VL 
Mr. Franklanp to Mr. D$sj&ORQuc*k 

I Am drawn into i pretty fcrape, by 
your having dropped that letter: for 
I will fay that my letter to you, picked 
up at Rahekgh, was the foundation of 
my acquaintance with this enchanting 
woman, who^has aftually afforded me 
fo much pleafure, that (he has prevent- 
ed ipe from beupg £le*fttf wttfc any other 
woman, 

I met Lady Luky Again at Swym- 
mer's. We have made a downright 
friendlhip with each other ; but our at- 
tachment—there is a malicious devil in 
the way—can never come to anything 
more, 

She 
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She has hurt her ancle : I go and fit 
with her every day, for two or three 
hours together: we chat, laugh, play 
and fing : by the by, (he fings like an 
angel.— When I called the fecond day 
of her confinement, I (aw an organ in 
the room: there was a guittar too, 
fome mufic-bqpks lay upon the table, 
and I defired her not to let the infttu- 
ments remain unemplay^. v 

: " It is impofftble for me to walk to 
the organ without help,"faid (he;- " but, 
u now I think of it, do you fit down to 
". the organ* and I will take up the 
^guittar*" .; . ; : . 

" How do you know that I can play ?° 
feidl. . c 

* Your 
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" Your eyes*" anfwered flxc, with 
much fignificance in her own, " your. 
44 eyes are tell-tales, t Frankland j fit; 
** down, thw^fore^ ami let ijie ijcar up 
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" Have they pnly^toM you that I aip 
*** mufical ? have f they communicated 
4C no intelligence more ipterefting ?" 
thought I, lookingiarneftlyat her, while " 
I began to touch the keys* 

" -Oh ! that is quite ravilhing," criecl 
fhej "do, play it. again." 

" And -fo you are, to madncfs"— ; 
thought I — but take notice, Dcfborough, • 
I fpoke not a word.: the* truth is, I 
ought not to indulge the fmaHeft idea 
concerning this fine lively creature. 

Yefter- 



' Yk&Aiky f que&ioned SWynimer very 
deftly about her.— Hcf father, the late 
Earl of—, ti^on lofittg a large lurn to 
Lord Graffihgt6rt ar /rity, and upon his 
forgiving the debt, which he was unafile 
to difcharge, offered him the refufal of 
his daughter: his Lordlhip, however,, 
whofe father Was then alive, and at his 
eftate in Ireland, being Tent for by him, 
as lie wmr feized with a dangerous disor- 
der, and wifhed earheftly* to fee him be- 
fore he died, fet out dire&ly, t withoyt 
feeing Lady Lucy, who was at that 
time with an aunt of hers in Yorkftiire. 
The Earl dying foon after Lord Graf- 
fington, left his prefent Lordfhfp at li- 
berty to marry<hls daughter. If jfhe fi- 
fufes to fWfil her father's promife, in 
cafe of its being claimed, ihe is to for- 
feit a g*eAt part of herfbrtunev From 
that time to this, Lord Graffington has 

been 



iteen- dfetaiitfd fe'lrelariff;bv : ; bt#hc6 • 
imd-byaf^rcflt9^ jirif 

tfe^JtMraftrff* df a'-d&n^t. : 'H^ ari- 
fWerto^fi IfttfcfWs a Vfefy^doybtftii 
oWe. [ ^She'htttiriy expefti td &ar pf flit 
Aeath of the ttiily fori* of her fathers bfp- 
thW/Whohas been,, ftrf fofne time, 4 hi 
4 deefeie., K &&' is no w at Mpntpdlief *By 
the acfyice of nis phvficf^nsi— In thiVli- 
tdatiori & hef affairs at ptefent ; ; f and if 
ydutnirik I ihalt not fufiiciently enibar- 
fa6' niyfelf by a tender attachment to 
fucli > woman, you trixtfk Jbe very igrio- 
fant indeed. I can - only' add, "tha[t : X 
liaVe'atrthe feafon iii the world WbeK 
liiiVe (he likds me, but {fie likes me f " 
prerhajte, only for* my company, pour 
titer ' # ; /emr. ; Admitting, • however, I 
dare ( flitter J myfelf tharher pfepoffefllons 
inritylfiwaiar^ admitting 

' 1 . .. fhe 
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flic ftould have a ferious inclination for 
me, can I fuppofe that fhe will ever 
carry her partiality fo far, as tp glvq up 
her fortune for me? Befides, .cir^urp?- 
ftanced as fhe is, I cannot prefujme tp 
addrefs her \ . I cannot, with the leaft 
propriety, tell her that I love her, when 
I Jtnow that fhe is partly engaged to Lord 
Graflington. If this coufin, indeed, 
dies, fhe .will be miftrefs of ari indepen- 
dent fortune; but then if I make n^jr 
addreffes to her $fter bis death, Ifhall 
appear to have waited, for it. I cannot 
bear to be thought fo mercenary a devil, 
especially by fuch a woman as .this is, 
Defborough: ho, I had better take l my 
leave of her at once : but there is/fqnie- 
thing fo fafcinating in every thing fhe 
fays and does, that I look upon a repa- 
ration from her, almoft like the fepara-,- 
tion of my fpul from my l?ody.«-pSiie is 

perpe- 
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perpetually inviting me too, apd, attaches 
me to her by every enchanting art in her 
power-, (he never confiders, all the time, 
that while fhe is amufing herfelf, ftie.ij 
tormenting me ; for I can by no mean! 
imagine, as much, as. fhe feems .to be 
pleafed with my fociety, f that my abr 
fence would really make her uncafy. 
I think I will ftay away, and try. Her 
Ancle is almoft well* my attendance 
on her, therefore, appears to t .be ix> 
longer neceffary at prefent •, yptj how, in 
the name of heaven, (hall I.fiU ;up the 
difmal void. in my foul, when I am de* 
prived of her conversation ! I.lhall be 
doubly undone. After having lamented 
my being unable to live without a dear* 
foft companion, how am I to fupport 
myfelf, how am I to exift, without the 
mod: amiable woman nature ever 
formed ? A woman whom I ihould not 
Vol, I. D - . have 
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have known, perhaps, had you not 
dropped my letter at Ranelagh ? As 
you then have* by your careleflhefs, oc- 
cafioned this mifchief, pry thee think of 
feme means, and fpeedily, to bring me 
out of the fcrape. Sometimes I wtfh I 
had you here, only to talk of, to rave 
.about this lovely girl, this Lucy. I 
•wilh fhe was fame ruftic nymph* far 
removed from the allurements of for- 
tune* and all flattering expectations ; flie 
might then be as much charmed with 
me as I am with her, and think herfelf 
fupremely bleft by living and dying in 
ivry arms. You will, probably, tell me, 
that thfe moft beautiful ruftic, untaught, 
Ufcinfarmedj tineducated, could never 
ifam me long— But would it not be a 
delightful tafk to teach her,, to inform 
her, to educate her?— How happy 

Ihould 



ffcoukl I be could I teafch Lady Lucy to 
love, to doat on 

* . - Yourfincere friend, 

; C FRANKLAjp* ; 
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" Lady Lucy to Lady Bell." 

WHAT will become of me; 
Belf? I a#ual#'fihd myfelf faV ; 
•gone'in a paflioh ftit this man, thcfugh; 
I declare t do not / belfeye he has any' 
thoughts of* me. He todies, indeed, 
and fits by me, hour after houf, for- a* 
day or two, and then, for feveral days B 
' j 4 \ D % he 
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he. abfeqts himfelf. j He foroetimes Jfctys 
away till I' fend for him ; when he re- 
turns, in confequence of my fummons, 
he flies to me ,with an alacrity beyond 
cxprefiion. He fings divinely, and feems 
to' be greatly pleafed with my voice and 
manner. Yefterday I thought he was 
unuiually pleafed 4 for while 1 was ting- 
ing a plaintive air of Arne's, I caught 
his eyes fix^d oiv mine, with a languiih- 
ing kind of fatisfaftign, which, though 
it made Mm look ^Imndfpmqr, made me 
blufh. I was afraid too that "he would 
read every thing that paffed in my heart, 
as he appeared to penetrate ipso its q?o(| 
f^cret recefiesu . J iircve, - therefore, to 
divert his attentioato fpipethipg elfe, 
and fetched a little iketch I had made 
Wf j^/Bell. . . 



9i* 



Lady 
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" Lady Bell Wallace ^- cried > he, 
<c and very- prettily touched. Eray who 
" drew it, Madam ? *\ t 

" Is it fo ftrikingf .a likenf (%" ; gq- 
(wered I, " that you knew it immedi- 
V ately ? Are - you acquainted with 
« Lady Bell? 

"No," replied he«^-?"I ncverjlpoke to 
cc her ; I. have pnly feen her at # tfiitance 
" in publ jqk -, but therq is fc> much of her 
** air in . this little pi&ure,; that it mufl: 
**. certainly have been drawn for her." 

- . " It was," faid 1 5 " {he is my moft 
.?* intimate friend." 

" And can you take fuch exa& like r 
" nefles? — r I wilh- you would fleetest 
" ypurfelf ? :and.give the. drawing to m% 

vri ""' ' "it 
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f< It is neither in my power to c6m- 
u ply with your requeft, nor would my 
u compliance with it be prudent/ * re- 
plied I, with a more ferioua look than I 
had ever affumfcd. . • . 

* I am convinced, Madam,* fard he, 
with a moft refpe&ful motion of his 
head, and a kind of expreffive figh, 
*■ that I was too prefumptuous to afk 
*• fuch a favour: but I have received 
*• my ptmiftrfnent, and Aali not vehture 
** to offend in die fame manner again* 

He fpoke thefe words with a deje&ed 
tone, which pained my heart. — I felt 
my fympathetic bofom fattened with a 
pity I had never been fenfible of be- 
fore j and I was terribly afraid of grow- 
ing quite foblilh. I walked away, there- 
fore, with your reprefcntative, and left 

' ■ ' * him 
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Km to recover himfelf, while I went to 
get the hetter of my own weaknefs. — Ia^ 
it not a monftrous weaknefs, Bell, to be 
fighing for a man about whom I know fo « 
little,when fo many other men are fighing 
ibr me-?* — However* on my return to 
the room in which I had left him, and 
feeing him fitun a penfive attitude, fup- 
porting his head with his hand, andfix- 
ing his fine ^yts upon my face, I could 
hardly forbear going up to him, in or-* 
der tt> f ay fomething very encouraging 
to him, to make amends for what my 
pride and difdain had compelled me to' 
Utter: but difcretion, for once, got the 
better of poor love : yet I fear that love 
wtll, fooner or later, convert into a 
downright fimpleton, 

Your fincere, 

but 'fooiyh friend, 



L.M 



ENEtL;' 



.5 



P4 LET- 
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LETTER VIII. 
From the fame to the fame. 



HO W much am I aftonilhed at 
not having received a letter from 
you in fo long a time ! — If you do not, 
indeed, write away foon, and make me 
an ample reparation for this very te-. 
dious filence, I will give you up, and 
your pifture, to Frankland.— I cannot, 
however, carry my laffi threat into exe- 
cution, for Frankland has not been near 
ipe fince I wrote laft. — To confefs the 
truth, his abfence has confiderably 
piqued me: lean hardly refrain from 
fending after him. I have heard a more 
particular account about his family : he 
is the late Sir William Frankland's fon, 
*od brother to the prefent Baronet of 

that 
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that name, who has not a very large, 
eftate : rny Frankland has only five hun- 
dred a year, which an uncle by the mo- 
therms fide left hrm. Only think of my 
tailing him mine, wihen I have not feen 
him thefe four days.— I ought hot to wifh 
to lee him again.-— What can 1 do with 
'Kim ? — I have nothing <o ! giVe" him, 
yon know, becaufe I fotfcit my fortune 
if : I Wufe Lord GralUngton. I fhall in- 
jtfre him extremely, therefore, by en- 
couraging him to believe I like* him 5 
and yet I cannot help ■ wiflring that he 
thought as well of me as V do of Mm ; 
but whatever my wilhes are,* I 'Will con- 
fine them to my own breaft — 'He^fhall 
never be the worfe for them, as I can*-, 
not make him the bitten 

' % ' ;. * .!.• % .. • : «■' l x ■ .: . 

• . •' « . ■ ' ■. D $ C {".1 • ia 
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In Continuation* 

I was called away from writing about 
the iweet fellow, to fee him, to liften to 
him, to talk with him. I was (o wild with 
joy to hear of his being below, after 
what I fancied, what I felt, along, lorjg 
abfence, that 1 ihould have been almoft 
ready to fly into his arms, had I feen 
them open to receive me. — Do you not 
bluih for me f Bell? However, it is 
not come to that yet* though I could 

;|carcc keep myielf from reproaching . 
J*i*Bi fo? having ftaid away lib many 

.4ajfp. . 

*** began Jhis apology \n the following 
word* : _ cc Aftcr having deprivcd my _ 

elf of the happinefs of feeing you, 
i-ady Lucy, (p r leveral days, becaufe 

" I imagined, 
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." I imagined, I feartd that I iad, inad- 
cc vertendy, offended you, I now venture 
4C to vifif you again, to beg your pardon 
. ** fofr a fault which I could not; mten- 
<€ tionally, have committed, as I have 
4 * too great a refpeft and regard for yod, 
# to do any thing to merit your dft~ 
" pleafure." 

«* And how came you to think that I 
f* was difpleafed with you ?" ftid I. 

«* Becaufe ypu looked fo cool upoh 
" me," replied he, taking hold -of ;iny; 

hand. 

.. • » 

u Wbatu ftrange fancy !* arifwerea 
I ; aflfeding to pull my hand away, tto' 
I had certainly no mind to remove it, ' 

D 6 v B^ 
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* But tell me," continued he, . CI was 
. " you really not .angry with me ? * • 

• * .» * * 1 

> •* Lord ! no : why fhould I be an- 

' ct g^y ^ith you, while you behave your- 

. u felf wkh propriety* Mr. Frankland ? 

.*. I :bope I am not fo uweafonable as to 

cc take exceptions for nothing." 

t "l will behave wkh all poffible dif- 
' •' .cjetdqn, Madam," replied he, gravely; 
41 but as all mortals are liable to errors* 
rf*- 1 tope you ; will pity, I hope you will 
?*:pardoa mine' 1 

c< It will be time enough to talk of 
^ compaffibn and foBgtvenefi," faid I, 
•failing, "when I have examined your 

" offences : I do not love to. promife 

€< too much-'* 

tt Da 
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44 Do -promife famething," anfwered 

he, loolyhg at me' in the moft: fignifi- 

cant maimer; "I wfth to have forrre 

j c< affurances in my favour; I wifh to 

i" fccure your, heart— But I check my- 

*" fel£ — I muft pot, too well I know I 

44 muftnotharbourfuchafpiringhqpes.— 

" Yet may I not folicit your friendfliip, 

, 4f Lady Lucy?* r 

44 You mqy" faid I* glad to find him 
: ftop there ; for I trembled, left he fliouid 
defire of me more than it was in my 
power to beftow — I toould not have had 
him aflc only to be reje&ed : and yet, 
if he bad put the* tender queftion, BeH, 
-I proteft-I believe -^that is- 1 — I mean I 
am afraid I fliouid, like Sir Francfe 
Wronghead, have faid yts when I fliouid 
have faid no. Transported^ therefore, 
to be able to reply with propriety, \ an- 

fwered, 
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fwered, with uncomm o n vivacity*— 
« You my* Mr^Fnunklaodi I grant 
«• your itqueft*~prefciitiag my hand 
to him at the fitmc time* , Ha preflfed it 
to his lips with ftch violence,, that I 
cried out, half in-jfft* half: in^eaiwft— r 
" Oh I my hand, my hand ! * * 

" Surely," replied**, wskhuiJGtrile, 
" I have not hurt you z if I have, I will 
u head the wound immediately —Let me 
« fee it," added he* going to take it 
again. 

" No indeed," anftrered I, turning 
it off with a laugh, « I fhall not truft 
4% you any mqre ; you: are too impe* 
V tuous." 



4<c I could not controul the transom 
"* I fclt,".fcid he, ■* at you§, kind con- 

" ceffion 
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c< ceffiqn in my favour; but you will 
• 4 deftroy it all* if yQU keep me at fiich 
« a diftance/* 

Juft at i&at moment Thomas opened 
the dapr, and Lord Grafftagton came in. 

I flatted* I changed colour I am fojr. 
J wifhed, indeed, he h*d been a millioA 
of miles off, 

Frankland fat down, and discovered 
nothing of a lover-like appearance; my 
Lord, however, eyed him, J thought, 
in a particular manner; and Jke 9 I ima- 
gine, obferved his feminizing looks* 
for he prefently rofe, and, with an^afy, 
air, wifhed me a go^ morning*, 

" You are not going, Mr. Frankland ! " 
faid l-r; u you have been hc^e but aveiy 

* " << little 
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€i little white; pray * fit down*'* I have 
* fomething to (hew youi" •' * ^ " 

I then turned to his Lordfhip, who 
appeared, I thought, to bfc not at all 
pleafed with my behaviour v but hfe 
could not help himfelf, you know ; and 
as I received htrh* with great poEteneis, 
with that kind of civility, BeH, which, 
while you cannot find fault with ; if, 
keeps you at a diftance, he appeared 
both difappointed and difconcerted. 

Frankland : ftill kept his place : rtiy 
Lord, a therefore, find&g iio hopes of 
his moving, with a lo6k of contempt 
at him* a look of ill-nature and refent- 
ment at me, retifed. 

No fooner was he gone, than Frank- 
land opened his mouth tofpeak; but, 

before 
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before he could articulate a fy liable, two 
formal prudes came in, to make a mOrn-r 
ing-vifit : they were followed, I dare 
fay, by two-and-twenty : that, as faft 
as one retreated, another advanced : and 
there was fuch a quick fucceflion du- 
ring the whole morning, that I had 
hardly time to get drefied by dinner; 
Frankland, at laft, feeing no hopes of a 
private conyeriation with me, -took his 
leave. 

After dinner Lord Graffington fent in 
his name: I had, however, previoufly 
given orders to 6e denied to him. 

Do not blame me, Bell 5 I am willing 
to keep my fortune as long as I can 
in my own power. Would to heaven 
I could give it to the man who beft 

" deferves 
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dtftrvct it :— but that happincfs is ftefc 
to be enjoyed by 

Yarn* 

Iajcy Menilw 



£ E T T E R IX. 

Mr* Frankland to Mr. Desborougr. 

AFTER Jwwg Oiid away from, 
Lady Lucy for fome time* hoping 
to forget her, I only found that I re- 
membered Jier tbr awe*;. J* fbarefere^ 
weat to fee her. 

She received me with fuch an ex- 
t>reflion of pleafare in her voice and 

eyes, 
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«jtes, chat 1 was a&ually tranfported 
idmoft out of my fcnfes. I pretended* 
iiawevn, to be apprehenfive of having 
offended her, on purpofe to hear her 
•make fome kind concefiion in my favour, 
<by way of fealing my pardon* and I 
wis fo fuccefsfbl, that I gained the ani- 
mating promife of- her friendfliip.-** 
Charming creature!*— I might have, 
perhaps, arrived at forncthing ftill xnoee 
deferable, had we Qotbeen interrupted 
ivy that bane to my happineft, the do- 
<eftabie Lord Graffihgton, who purfuea 
my Lucy, only with a view of pofiH* 
ing her fortune, or rather, by way of 
paying dimffifif the debt her father con- 
ttaAed witk biro, and which hat e&- 
pofed the amiable girl 60 the fevcrc r&r 
cefiity of giving her hand without her 
heart. However, if I can form any 
judgment from her behaviour, ft? will 
: ftiU 
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ftill rcfufe him ; if my conje&ures are 
right, and if Mr. Mcnell recovers, no** 
thing fhall hinder me from offering my 
little all to her. The iribm^ntfhe accepts 
of it, I will* draw a plan of rural feli- 
city, Jack, fufficiently pleafurable tfe 
make monarcha burft with envy.t for 
-though my pittance is but fmall, and. 
will be lefs When it is (hared with a 
woman' of quality, yet, }f that wotaaj 
Jfmcercly and fondly loves tne > ihe wiU 
•be happier with ;#*;than with the. ric heft 
peer in England. If, indeed, Mr. Mck 
nell dies, I (hall hot think of aflcing 
Lady Lucy to beftow the fortune whicb 
will thdn be iii hot pofleflion uponimc* 
Befides, I ani too proud td be dependant, 
*ven on the'womin I love* I hate (given 
heir reafon enough to! believe that I can 
be; extremely happy with, her, and 
I think, 1 am : fute .dF JierJfHendfllip^ 
i Thus 



Thus we are in a fair way to be better 
acquainted, if fortune ihduld favour 
our mutual hopes. Sometimes I fancy 
that flje wifhes, . as much as I. do myfelf,- 
that there was no bar to our union : yet 
I am a coxcomb to fancy fo, for flie ne- 
ver gave me the flighted encouragement 
to fuppofe flie had any fenous thoughts 
of me. Why mull I imagine that a* 
woman is. in: Iwt with- me, becaufe^ 
Ihc is commonly civil to me?—- .But I 
.awl certainly in love' with idr, and, in- 
confequence of my tender paffioo, fl^Jl 
become intolerably vain. 



f - 



A f 



Yours, 

C. F. 

TLE.T- 
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Letter x. 

Lady Bell Wallace to Lady Lire* 
Menell. 

Dear Lucr, 

I RECEIVED all your letters— tho* 
not in the order you fern them — on 
my return from a little cxcurficm to 
Brufftls, I have now time enough to 
ta^c your little narrative under confidera- 
tion. I fliall, however, pais over the 
greateft part of it, that I may come to 
that which appears to me moft material* 
You promife your favourite lover your 
fritodihip. Your promife is a very ralh 
one, my dear girl, in ng opinion, and 
you may, perhaps, be very much ham- 
pered by jit You think, I fuppofe, that 

you 
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you arc perfe&ly fafc, as you have not 
mentioned love : but I would not have 
you plume yourfelf upon your difcre- 
tion-: you are ifi the greateft danger^ 
while you think yourfelf in the greateft 
lecurity. Your Franklahd has all his 
fcn&s about him, but you have, per- 
haps, loft fome of yours : be hopes, at 
leait, that you will lofe them, and then 
his friendfhip mlljinefy fupply the placfc 
of reafon and discretion,, to be fure. In 
fhort, we may talk as we pleafe about 
a command over our paflions \ but when 
"We give the fmalleft encouragement to 
the moff inlmuating of them, we almoft 
ceafe to have any power over ourfelves, 
^fpecially when we do not fufpeft its 
having afn influence over us. Men are 
encroaching creatures, and love is a 
fubtle lkde wretch, who creeps into our 
hearts when we are the leaft aware of 

his 
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his approach. — Let us roufe ourfelves 
before it is too late. — I, as well as you, 
my dear, feel a ftrange propenfity to be 
partial to a particular man, with whom 
I fhould prodigioufly like to have a 
fritndjhip: but, to tell you the truth, I 
am afraid to venture, Friendlhips pf 
this kind are fo very like connexions of 
another kind, that I may be taken in when 
I am off my guard ; however, on my 
guard I will be as much as I poflibly can, 
and keep Lord Afhbourne at a proper di- 
ftance — and I fincerely advife you to be- 
have in the fame manner to your charm-, 
ing fellow, of whom you fpeak in fuch 
raptures. When once a. woman comes 
to talk in your ftyle, I look upon her as 
far gone ; loft to the world, to . her 
friends, and, too frequently, to her- 
felf "alfo; but I hope that you are 
not quite in fo deplorable a condition ; 
2 ~ and 
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and intreat you to continue to write 

to 

Your affe&ionate 

Bell Wallace. 

LETTER i : ' 
Lady Lucy to Lady Bell. . 

AND fo the fecret is out, and, Lord 
Aftibourne is the favoured lover ? 
j ... 

but, my dear Bell, you h^vp pitched 
upon the wrong man. He is as ^ood 
as married— or as bad as married— which, 
you pleafe — You will ftart at this news, 
but it is aftually true— Nothing but 
your long abfencc from England could 
have kept you ignorant of it. Poor 
Aflibourne, like me, has been promifed 
Vol. I. E to 
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to a woman with whom he is not more 
acquainted than I am with Lord Graf- 
fmgton, and, perhaps, likes her no 
better* yet I do not fee how he can get 
off, as flie was left by her father to 
the care of his, who folemnly promifed 
that his fon fhould marry her, though it 
is highly, probable that your Ladyfliip 
is the objeft of his choice : but as he 
has never mentidned his prepofleflions 
in your favour to you, I think it abso- 
lutely' neceflary to acquaint you with 
them.. F take this opportunity, there- 
fore, to let you know what you are to 
expeft •, that is, no fmall qppofkion 
from Mifs Plaftow, as the difputed lover 
happens to be very agreeable. 

Now for a few words about my own 
affairs. 

I am 
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I am determined, fince Lord Grafting* 
ton will perfift in following, me, to talk 
very freely to him upon the fubjeft in 
queftion, and to tell htm, that as k is 
impoflible for me to love him, . it will 
be much happier for him> as well as 
for flfe, to give over all thoughts, of me : 
I (hall inform htm that it will be both- 
cruel and unjuft: to deprive nae q£ more 
of my fortune than will anfwer the fun* 
which- my father loft to the late Lord 
Graffington* I (hall al(bi inform him, 
that I am ready to make a handfbme ad- 
dition^to it, in.confiderationfot has com-; 
promifingi the affairi . .. If fifib mode erf 
proceeding proves unfatisfa6hwy tahim, 
I am Tefolved to forfeit the whole, ra- 
thei* thani marry a man who*<caa take fa 
ungenerous arV advantage bfrmya&therti 
will. ' In this manner I inttui uptotam 
mp freedom; and wliefe I hfcrengcfcBifc I 
E z . (haU 
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{hall think it incumbent on me to make 
much of it : for, fliould I lofe my li- 
berty a fecond time, 1 ihall lofe it for 
ever. Befides, though Frankland has 
the moil love-like looks and behaviour 
I ever obferved in any man, he feems 
to be. as little inclined to a ferious en- 
gagement with me, as I am for enter- 
ing into a connexion for Lord Grading-* 
ion. He laughs, and chats, and fings 
and plays with me; but I am not, 
therefore to play f he fool for life. We 
may like each other extremely wdljfor a 
few hours^ but lhottid be, perhaps, hor- 
iidly mortified^ \i were we tied together 
for ever and aye.— It is plain, however, 
by: thb letter, which contained the real 
fentiments^f his heart, ?nd which muft 
have been .Written with uijqueftionable 
finGGMty, 9» it was defigned only for the 
infpcftioii. of a particular ; friend, » that 
2 ' he 
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he purpofed to marry When he could 
meet with a woman fuitable to him: 
and I cannot help thinking but that he 
fancies me to be fuch a woman in point 
of fortune ; asmy fortune, were it quite 
at my own - difpofalj muft be a larger 
€>ne than a man, with only* five hundred 
a year, can reafonably expe&. This 
very fortune therefore, my dear, may 
be the greateft charm, for aught I know; 
in his eyes. Were I fure that he is ac- 
tuated by mercenary motives, I would 
never lee him, never liften to him again < 
He fhall be informed of the true ftate 
of my affairs ; and if, when I appear 
to have little or nothing, he prefers me 
to all other women, I may, I think, 
conclude, that he is as worthy, as difin- 
terefted a fellow, as ever lived : but 
then, fhould I take advantage of fuch 
uncommon generofity of fentiment? 
E j Ought 
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Ought I to diftrefc the beft-natured, 
worthieft creature in the univerfe, by 
loading him with a wife, and, probably, 
with a family, not to be maintained by 
him with tolerable decency ? I need 
not, certainly, put myfelf in fuch a 
hurry about him, ?s he has, 1 imagine, 
jio thoughts of tne\ he only diverts 
himfelf with me — I may venture to fay, 
at leaft, that the friendfliip which he fo- 
liqited is all he wants in his acquaint- 
ance wkh .me — Well ! that will fuit me 
juft now extremely — I am quite in a 
humour for feiendfhip alone, and abhor 
the very idea of love. l^ord Graffing- 
ion, I believe, has occafione^i this in* 
difference in me-— I found myfelf grow 
cool at the very mention of his arrival 
in England : as he came nearer to me, 
I felt my blood- congealed: all the warm 

ideas 
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ideas which I had in my mind before 
his arrival were frozen 5 and I became in* 
fenfible to every thing but Frankland's * 
various attraftions ; yet I beheld them 
with a compofare fuificient to render 
all your apprehenfions on my account 
entirely unneceflary. However, I thanl: 
you : and now, my dear Bell, pray do 
you take care of your own heart, and 
endeavour to get at what pafles, in Lord 
Aflibourne's, before you go too far. 

Ihave juft received a letter from my 
coufin Mr, Menell : he writes 4 with more 
fpirk than ufual. People in Us fituatioii 
feldom think themfelves fo bad as they 
really are : yet I believe, and hope, he is 
actually recovering— 1 figfe not after his 
fortune: the heart of Frankland ik 
worth a million : but the pofleflion of 
E 4 tha{ 
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that heart, and that fum, may be equally 
cxpe&ed by 

Your affe&ionate 



Lucy Menell. 



LETTER XII. 
Mr. Frankland to Mr. Desborouch. 

1A M really embarraffed by my con- 
nection with Lady Lucy more than 
I ever imagined I fhould have been. I 
feel an anxiety whenever 1 think of her, 
which is inexpreffible. — I can . fcarce 
fupport the Jight of Lord Graflington, 
who is perpetually coming after her. 
She treats him, indeed, with an indif- 
ference which woulfl, were I in his place, 

pierce 
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pierce me.to the foul •, yet he ftill per- 
feveres in following her. He imagines, 
I fuppofe, that ihe villi yield at laft, ra- 
ther than lofe her fortune I am fome** 
times ihduced to believe that fee will re* 
linquifh every thing, to fccure fplendor* 
and appearance. If ihe is fuck a wo- 
man, (he is asdeteftable a chara&er a* 
can pofTibly exift, and J fhall make an, 
effort to break off an attachment which 
will difhonour me, though the, breaking 
it off will certainly render me mifera- 
ble. Lady Lucy indeed is, I fear, too. 
capable of making me unh#ppy>. what-* 
ey?r couife things take.. x ' . 

Having been difguffed by the conti*? 
nual vifits of Lord Graflington to. 
Lady Lucy, 1, at Uft, avoided both, 
him and her.. . 

E 5 Yefter- 
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Yefterday her Ladyfhip fent for me. 

Transported at^her meflage, I was 
aHb fo fearful, at the fame time, of 
having been miftaken, that I hardly 1 
knew whether I heard - right* or not. 
However, to put myfelf out of my pain, I 
flew to her above two hours, I-dare fwtar, 
before -the ufual time. ' ; 

She was alone; flic was undreflfed, 
and blulhed exceffively at my entrance ; 
and her blufhing made me apptehenfive 
that I had* in confequence of my deli- 
rious joy, committed jbtrie blunder I s 
but fhe gave me relief in a moment, by 
laying, "Where have yoirbeeh this te- 
44 dious wftile? I thought you never 
u would have come 1 again : I thbught, 
44 indeed, that you had forgot me/' '■• 

w Forgot 
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cl Forgot you!** replied I, gazing on 
her with admiration, for fhe looked re- 
markably handfome — "It is no cafy 
tt matter to forget you" 

" I find then you wijb to forget me." 

** Certainly," faid I, feizing her hand 
in mine : " would you have me pine 
" away my life in fighing for you ? " 

" I do not know," anfwered flie^ 
with a fympathetic figh, — "I believe/f 
added ihe,, aflfcr a little paufe, " I da 
f* not know what I would have.*" 

" True woman: giddy, thoughtlefs* 
ic fickle and inconTiHent.**' 

" Well faid, Frankland," cried flie f> 

with a fecond figh, and a look expreffive 

E 6 of 
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of the mod exquifite tendernefs : — 
" you have a fine opinion of me :— 
" but I may difappoint you, for all 
€l this;" — ftriving to difengage her 
hands, which I ftill held. 

€C It is in your power to difappoint 
1 C me moft agreeably," faid 1 : " but I 
* c fcarce dare hope to be fo difap- 
** pointed." 

" You mean you do not hope for 
** fuch adifappointment : now 1 fincerely 
*• hope for an opportunely to let you 
4C fee you are deceived; and to make 
" you, once in your life, own, that you 
14 have been miftaken in a woman." 

" I may have been miftaken in a 
" thoufand women," anfwered I ; " but 
** I cannot be fo in thinking you exceed- 

" ingly 
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" Ingly amiable :— more particularly 
" amiable this afternoon," continued I— 
looking on her with an admiration which 
I could not fupprefs,— M Do you know 
" now," added I, "you are infinitely 
" more charming, in my eyes, in this 
" negligent drefs and attitude, than. 
" adorned for conqueft." 

" And how do you know that I have 
" not fuch a feheme in my head at this . 
" very moment, and that I am not ex-, 
" erting all my power to conquer you? t 
" But hold, Frankland," continued fhe, 
flopping me, for I was juft going to 
catch her to my bofom, as there was 
fomething peculiarly inviting in her air 
and manner — " Hold, Frankland,", 
added (he, with more referve collected 
in her countenance, " I only rally ; I 
u have not the leaft defire to make con- 

!* quefts 



86 The Disinterested Mahriage, 

44 quefts at prefcntj they would, ifi- 
44 deed, be of no iervice to, me ; they 
" would rather be prejudicial to me: 
44 till this dcueftaHe engagement with. 
a Lord Graflington is ^ at -an end, I dare 
44 not to think of any other man ; and 
44 even then, fhould he give me up, and 
44 take my fortune,. I tnuft decline all 
44 thoughts of marrying,, as I may nei- 
44 ther happen to meet with, or happen 
44 to like, a man in great affluence : I 
u am fure 1 fhould be only a ufelefs burr- 
44 then to one with a fmall fortune.** 

I was on the point of making a re- 
ply to this confidential, fpeech ; a reply 
which would have entangled Ine in frefh 
difficulties, when the very individual 
man of whom we had been talking en- 
tered the room, 

' Lord 
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Lpnd r Graffington furvcycd us both 
with looks' which boded us no good; 
and thofe Which ' he darted at me weref 
particularly maligna^; bat- as Lady 
Lucy had fent far me,' I thought I had 
lio bufinefs to ftir, and that my re- 
treat- would denote a pjfillanimity,. 
fufficient to render* me defpicable in the 
eyes c£ bir vyyhotti alone I wi&ed to 
pleafe.» Befktes, had foe* not jrtftrbc^ 
fore told &e, that flic could not think 
of any other ■ man, till her deteftable 
engagement wkh Lord Graffington was 
at an end ?>* And was noo that declarav 
tk>n j eriough : tor mike me Sftay-^ay v and 
to hope txk>? ^— How my heart bourids 
at the delightful idea I And 'yet, tfr 
what purpofe do I ikdulge it r ^*»I tan* 
not prudently make4h'offer to a woman 
of her_ quality with tfiy Utile incmefrif 
it is too fmall for a wife in a private way,i 

_ how 
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how infufficient muft it be for tlic gen- 
teel iupport of a wife. of any rank I Io 
will hardly keep a woman of faguop in 
clean, linnen. Sometimes,, however, I 
think it may do r but then I pre-ftppofc 
that the Lady in queftion is of my own 
ceconomical turn. I am not fure, in- 
deed > that this dear creature . woyld re- 
fiife compliance . with, my wiihes. I> 
fbmeames fancy that I am totally anot>-, 
je6t of indifference in her eyes. If (he 
really loves me — what a tranfporting. 
thought ! — will (he not cpnform to my. 
defires I Will flie. not even be happy ; 
with me, ami my littk % rathef :J than 
give her hand to a man for whom ihe 
feels no affection ? But all this is a 
mere wafte of words — till fhe has got 
rid of her teafing Lord. — Well !— I wiH 
help her to rout him. I can fee that he. 
bates me already — Suppqfel provoke him 

to 
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toatilting-bout with me, or a piftol -inter- 
view ? If I either run him through the 
body, or lodge a "brace of bullets in 
it, I five the Lady's fortune, and fhe 
is then my own : but, 00 the other 
hand, may I not be killed myfelf in the 
duel which I provoke, tpd meet with 
the fate I have fo decently intended for 
my rival ? No— that will never do. In 
Ihort, the more I think- about this dis- 
agreeable affair, the more I am per- 
plexed and difconcerted : I will there- 
fore turn my thoughts another way: 
and yet I may as foon ceafe to exift, a* 
to forget this charming woman. I cer- 
tainly never can effe£t what I do not 
attempt •, I will therefore fay no more : 
I will only conclude with aflurjng you 

that I am 

ever yours, r 

C. Frankland« 

LET- 
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LETTER XIIL 
Lady Lucy to Lady Bell. 

WELL, Jity dear; I told Frank- 
land 4*>\y difagrceably I am cir- 
cumftanccd^ Hermade no anfwer to the 
\lifclofure of my fituation : he could 
not indeed get an opportunity to return 
a reply; for the odious man came in* 
and prevented every thing. Frankland 
alfo, by ftaying, prevented me from 
carrying the defign I had formed into 
execution; and yet, as I had fent for 
him, I could not expeft his fpeedy de- 
parture. 

You are furprifed, I imagine, at my^ 
having fent for Frankland — I am fur- 
prifed, indeed, myfelf : the truth is, he 

. had 
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had not been near me for feveral days* 
MA I became fo reftlefs, fo uneafy, 
^bttt I could not help difpatching a mef- 
fage to him. He came, and faid a thou* 
fend civil things, more civil than he 
had yet uttered ; which drew fome from 
»* in return. In fliort, we feemed to 
be mutually pleafed with each other* 
While we were in the midft of a very 
interefting tete-a-tcte^ Lord GrafTmgton 
broke in upon us, and fpoilt all. I 
confefs 1 was disappointed. 

In CONTINUATION, 

I have had fuch an inundation of 
company fince I laid down my pen, that 
I have not been able to find a fingle mo- 
ment to finifh my lette* — And of what 
can I now write about, except my fitv^ 
ation with Frankland ? 

I feized 
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I fekzed the firft opportunity in mjr 
power to inform Lord Grafiington, thai 
as I could never love him, I pofitivcly 
never would marry him* In: (hoit* 1 
fatd every thing I had intended to fay to 
him, but I might as well have talked to 
the floor i I wasasvfar as ever from the 
point I had in view •, for he told me that 
he never would give me up, and that 
the wealth of worlds could not make 
him. the (lighted reparation for the lols 
of me : — concluding with an affurance, 
that he would wait my time, with all 
the patience he was matter o£ 

I was horridly provoked at this anfwer, 
and replied, — " Rather than marry j/ou f 
* c my Lord, with whom I have no 
" profpedt of being happy, I will for- 
" feit every penny of my fortune.— 
c< You may aft therefore as you.pleafe— ; 
** you, may take it, or relinquifli it, juft 

" as 
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cc as your inclination determines your 
" xiecifion." 

Finding 'that I was in earneft, he^en- 
deavoured to footh me into a good hu- 
mour with him, and to wind me to his 
purpofe; but I was inflexible; and ac- 
quainted him with my refolution not to 
fay any more upon the fubjeA^ adding, 
that as I had not made that refolution 
in a hurry, nothing fhould induce me 
to change it. Perceiving therefore that 
he could neither make me talk upon 
that fubje<a,;nor upon any other, he 
left the room, quite out of temper. He 
went away extremely diilatisfied, and / 
remained ftill more fo ; for I could not 
well fend for Frankland juft at that 
time : I fhould have appeared, by fq 
doing, defirous of his making me an 
offer, when 1 had been rejected by every 

body. 
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body. I fhall} certainly lofe all my 
lovers, upon this reverfe of fortune; 
but I am determined not to marry the 
man whom I do not love. I need not, 
indeed, put myfelf into a fright, I be- 
lieve; taking it for granted, that no 
man will think of marrying me, Lord 
Graffington excepted. However, tho* 
I did not know how, in this humili- 
ating ftate, to fee Frankland, I wiflied 
to receive a vifit from him. 

He came at laft — I was ferions and 
difconcerted ; yet I afked him where he 
had been during fo long an abfence. 
He replied, that he had been in a very 
joylefs condition from the time he had 
left me — " If I could have found joy," 
continued he, "in any other place, I 
u ftiould not have- troubled you with 
*' toy company hcrt again.". 

" I am 



* 4t 



The Disinterested Marriage. 95 

" I am obliged to you,** replied I, 
fmiiing ; " I find you came only for your 
** own pleafure, and not for mine." 

" Indeed you wrong me," arifwered 
•he : " it is not in my power to contribute 
X4 to your pleafure : and as mine confifts 

chiefly in feeing you, and hearing you, 
" it is very natural for me to come 
" after it." 

I felt my face glow while he talked in 
this manner, as he had fixed his eyes 
upon me j I, therefore, was obliged to 
throw* mine down ; the neceffity of fuch 
a proceeding made me Ugh, though 
very fofdy. 

" You are not happy, Lady Lucy," 
faid he ; " fomething hangs upon your 
" mmd to-day : will you not truft me 

" with 
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<c with it? The communication of 
" your fentiments may, poffibly, relieve 
" your mind/* 

" Nothing will relieve my mind/* 
anfwered I r " but my Lord Graffing- 
" ton's relinquilhing his claim both to 
" me and my fortune; and that event, 
" I fear, is not «to be expe&ed." 

<c There may be other ways found 
*< out, I imagine," faid he, " to reftore 
c * your mind to its former tranquility— 
" Had I an eftate worth your Lady- 
" (hip's acceptance, I fhould not hefi- 
" tate a moment to lay it at your feet : 
" and, fmall as mine is, if you will 
" condefcend to receive it, it is yours." 

I was not a little furprifed at this offer, 
and at the abruptnefs of it. I could 

not 
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hoe tell h6* tt! tW«k it *«' a ferious 
otie, ! ttou&h i ' it w*8 ' delivefcd itt a i*HHt- 
iter fUflte&ft: t<*tttike ri*e : drink ttiifi qtoitt 
fo earrtfcflL Notftatfog it'lti ffly- power to 
be ift earneft myfiiif, Ik# not what 
better to fay, than to tell himtintt he 
was in a very merry humour, or he 

fuch. ^. m^Bper^ upo^.t^.^oofl; fcripus of 

He replied, in anTwer, that he was 
extremely ferious, and called upon hea- 
ven, ib ' the moft fele/nn laitgnage,' to 
Witneftf thd truth' of what he had ut- 
tered $ Adding, that he had been charmed 
with irie from » my very firft acquaint- 
ance fiKat n'dthltig jto(t an inequality of 
fdrtline l^^Mfeci'his addreffing me 
with f kll : tiie : energy mitt which his 'foul 
was; 'filled every time he faw me; and 

Vol. I. F that, 
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* wkh k? The community % 
** jeer iccdrncnts may, poffiJ^ £ 
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-*y genteel efitr, till 
ation not to want it. 



-fty then,* 9 replied he, * it will 
^ worth juft ftoth'mg at all ; but 
• you will not, cannot itfuft me* yoq 
" aql permit me, by the whol? fervioes 
" of my life, to endeavour \ at leaft, to 
" contribute to the happinefs of yours y 
" if the happinefs of k cm be promoted 
" by any thing I am able to <&." 

- F 2 ' ' : f wiu 
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* towel WH **& flthf? .^cftnfcflfcg* haw- 
<vop, *hff« 1W flail $«at fwfumptjoa 
to *hc- twmpt) hft : tod danedi «► offer 
teftfcl& *n4 gU.ht awW <4t hi», to my 
♦cajpftnpe,. • . ) . 

r 

• : — ,-:: - : ■■;•>: 

< ; I- hrferff ffo <**,' W*as fefeiftfe 
if rhakihgaAy rtpfy : J ffaoA tjuiie tni^ 
barrafied, without venturing to look 

up, much kfs >to ipeak to him. 

i v - ! .' '; ,-, / . r: i r '..:l- /,: ,_ '. 

t Whife; X Mfas r: ia.tfcip en^Arjafled- ftgtt) 
Tic Icized my fe^n^, ^^fllngjjjt ; *$ 
his lips > laid, "C^a you pardon, me, 
44 Lady I,ucy, for fuqh an incoherent 
." j ad Jrets ? Whe$ ^r, , h^ay^ pre £p- 
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" maaaer we wiih— We fed indeed, 
" more than vte can articulated 

How modeft ! What a 'pretty apo- 
logy ! It affe&ed me UrangfBly, and 
gave me a proper hint for m wfyen, 
which I at laft, but not without fome 
difficulty, returned, as I really i could 
oot bear (I told him to) the thoughts 
of accepting his very genteel offer, till 
'I was in a fituation not to want it. 

« Why then,* 9 replied he. * it will 
" . be worth juft sothipg at aU ; but 
" you will aot, cannot itfufe /ne* yoq 
44 «w^ permit we, by the whol? fervioes 
" of my life, to endeavour ^ at leaft, to 
iC contribute to the happinefs of yours % 
" if the happinefs of it cm be promoted 
tt by any thing / am able to,dp»" 

* > 

•-'.•' Fj ' ';• Will 
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<• •* Will you be fatisfied," faid I, at 
length, gaining a little courage* " if, 
« while I confefs that it is in your power 
**aloAe to tnake me happy, I affure 
j»« you. that- 1* nwft decline your gene- 
>« row •Serf" 

j' «« That will be cruel indeed," an- 
swered her " you deftfoy ine.now, by 
Jw; art over-a&ed kindaefs." 

« I have not been ufed," faid I, 
•tluftilngj^te hear men complain of 
* my kmdneS': yo» are the firft, and 
"* y*u wHl, m *W probability, be the 
« laft, in a filiation *o make fuch a 
-** complaint.'" : 

He -then "begged my pardon—" I 

« am afraid," added he, " that I have 

«* made myfelf quite mifapprehended •, 

r ', • ** my 
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c « my intention certainly was to ttfn- 
c< vince you of the ardor and fincerity 
M of my paffion. I am well affuftd, 
" indeed, that I have not. acquitted my- 
ic felf in a manner agreeable to my 
*' own withes-; an4 conclude, therefore, 
" that I have not fucceecjed in my :at« 
" tempt to make you fenfible of (He 
** infinite efteem and tendernefs with 
!« which my. heart i* fiHcdboo! jtaur ;a£J 
? count. Y«$, Lady Lucy, i*/ 4tfart 
" is attached, fondly attached $o t 344 
^ alone." .....; 1 / j i 

.- ; . v . : ! . i ..• ii: 

- I told him in reply, that I w^s ex- 
tremely obliged to him for the '. regard 
which he profefied for me, : but begged 
we might flop here, as I could never 
think of any farther conneftion with 
him, than what fubfifted at piefent ber 
tween us. 

* 3 H* 
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- He towed, Sghed, and was fiknt. 

And now, my dear Bell, what am f 
to think of this man ? Can he be in 
eameft? Dm he realty feel inclina- 
tion enough for me, to take me with- 
out a fortune * to let me fhare his little 
aH* and eo treat me with increaf- 
ing kindntfe? Delightful ideat— 
But with >that idea I mtfft be fttif- 
fitfcW-I hav*ttx* fincere an effect f<tt 
kkb,' to throw myfetf upon his genercU 
fity. I cannot bring myfelf to jiijOrtJ 
him, by confenting to his taking a 
needy wdmari of quality to fupport— 
ftfe~»If I can bot make this horrid 
Lord' hear rpafon^ if poor flarry Mo* 
nrfi ihbuld die, I will give my hand 
to. my dffiflttfefted Frankiand at his 
word. If ~my- fcherae* prove, both 

of 
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of tftcm, tmftictcfisfb^ T. #ill Jtottiam 

I in* [i ^ ■>> ™f-w ,;,:.! I o ..' 

*Y^ivrtta^Afcl8*#^ i- *. - 
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W9AT. ; mortifying jwclligeg^ 
r hwc; you fcnt xtfy XQfc ^oor f 

fruit : at : fading ngfdf t f« j^^ingljf 

attached to Lwd: AP^x^i;^ ( pr r: at 

hearing of his taiiig^gRgptap s«*W*feeri 

F 4 but 



IG4 T HJE P m f**£** T m Marriage. 

fcft ittowNft* ffrfc hptpa^k^ 1 be- 
lieve I may venture to fay that, his 
heart is not far from this place, or elfe 
he is th^tgftgteifctf j# hypftcriaes. 

: j iWfeif*PBHWS to lodge in the fame 
hotel with him, when we firft came to 
Parif:MsfVL fif^ojjr party to £f^|Sfc 
and, indeed fcarce ever ftirs^lrom-^ 
fide, but when he is obliged to abfent 
himfelfc* Jfe is- young, anil extremely 
amiable ; and he had the art to make 
ife tilieW4h& h* weve/ *d "pSntiM 
to any woman, tflf ke became acquainted 
with me. His afieverations, however, 
did not ft f&r gain upon '\ite, teJF & 
makt? me jplaccTah implicit ftnhin tneih - 9 
yet Tfear I ! Mehed to thelh^^khrli 
much>l$pzretii &\kmm y l tihd initei 
hirn^o tMftSf^h^have^iriaae die 4e- 
firab^imp^fefffemupon mk^ l • sir:-. : 

* x The 



The Disinterested MariUage. 145 

The moment I received your informal 
tion I began to grow extremely cool to* 
him— I drew up, and affected an indif- 
ference which I certainly did not $gl? 
and he complained of it fo pathetically, 
that I very foon relaxed my levcrity; 
though I told him, at the fame time* 
that I never would hear a fingle 
fyllable more about love or frieqd- 
fhip. ! 

He looked moft piteoufly, and faid, it 
was very hard to prohibit them bqthj 
adding, in a melancholy tone — *' yfhtt 
•• have I done, to draw upon ,myfclf 
" fuch a cruel fentence?" 

I replied, with a fpirit which I have 

feveral times fince blufhed for, that a 

man who was Jcrioufly engaged to one 

F 5 wpmai^ 



{jsfi The Disinterested Marriage* 

wbittaft, ought not, on any account, to 
{ftteeitd td another. J 

* : Hfe opened his eyes very wide at this 
rtpfoach r he fofcmnly averred, at the 
fame time, that he had no engagement 
with fcnjr woman trpoh earth, - 

Here I eonfeft I was fo provoked at 
the monftrous falfity of his afiertiQn, 
that I could not reftrain the violent in- 
clination I felt to contradift him ; and I 
*jM* J contradict him, with more paffion 
than prudence-**-! faid to him — " Pray, 
€| -my Lord, what do you think of your 
2 connexion with Mifs Plaftow ? '* 

' 'He haftily anfwered, but with a ^ 
ftlemn ferioufaefs — "I fwear, by all 
• ' that is good, . that I never entered 
*• into any engagement with Mifs Pla- 

" ftow : 



* 4 How : nor hare I *ny wpnq&ion, witk- 
c< her, but what, has bca>. unavoidable^ 
"frwa &r fating Jtoripg ;}eft jwfafchtr 
** guardian.!* \ . .;.. 1 

«*No!" lapBed I: "aw jwmiot 
" obliged to marry the Lady in qwfbo% 
", or to forfeit a wnlider^bl* part eC 
44 your fortune?**; 1/ . tty 

; . ;• • - : . < .. ■ .. v > \ :- ** 

He looked r diif 9«emd^^^bi^air^ 
confufed j and then laid-— "But po* 
" thing can be fo eafy a$ to* give up 
" what is of fo little value, efpecially 
" when put in competition wift* #11 my 
" ^happinefc. I havejwt fg*a I#i& Pla+ 
44 ftow fince (he was 9 $hil4> I^Mhere* 
" fore, have no attachment to her, when 
44 I have.po affe£tipn iiar her- : I am* in- 
* deed, £> fuge.<£~#0 loy^gfe% |h&I 
*V actually b$evc f fttimdm »ft -.«*» 
F 6 ," woman 
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* woman in thc : wtirkf, I ftiould avoid 
■" her, hasher; never think about her, 
*• \tfuhoiu4he iitWioil averfion and ab- 
4t horrencc. w f n 

: *• iB« t ^fifiw'can you tell ttfat you 

* fhaHdiflike a perfoft whom you know 

* fr-fttte^^feid J: jii '* P^Toh of 
** whom you have not heard ftnfct!' her 
** being grown up? She may, per- 
V J haps, IjrjwBMfcfl of J cliarmsTuperior 
** to^hofe you have ever feen in any 

* 'other woman.'* " ^ ' 4 

:..*<!! defire no charms," : replied 'hei 
^ i&peiior to thdfe 'which I,- every h<Juri 
^difcWer in ^0*" l «' ' \ ? '• 

* -What a flatterer, Lucy f Moft men 
liti^I &&ij*xb flett^rtrr^s. 1 They ralk 
**P*0ift* of ' wtf 'krifes? '^arid 'thetf* W 'arc 

u '* eafily 



cafily conquered by them — However, 
there fhall never be a conqu*$ gained 
over me % not, at leaft, if I can poffi* 
bly defend myfelf : thbtigh the vi&ory 
over wyfelf may coft me very dear. I 
find it a hard talk, indeed, to treat my 
lover with feverity : but I have hitherto 
perfcve&ed; and, 1 hoj^ I Ihaty h*v* 
relblution fufficient to convince him, by 
the continued propriety of my beha- 
viour, that I am hot fo foon to be im- 
posed upon as he may imagine I am. 

I thank you mpft fincerely, my deaj 
Lucy, for your advice, and Wpe \ 
fhall be capable of following it.' In re- 
turn, I beg you will take care of your 
own heart; though I believe it is not 
in your own power: 1 rather belief 
that it U in Mr. praokland's pbffeflipn.^ 
Pray defire trim, if my cohjfettures 'are 

4 ' : r kK 



rights to kave a corner in k to be Oc- 
cupied toy ; 

* . - , "■ * ■ ♦.< • * * 

Your «*ffe&ionate 

Arabella Wallace* 
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LETTER XV, 
Mr. Frankland to Mr. Desborouch. 

I" HAVE actually had the aflurance 
to offer myfelf to Lady Lucy; but 
I did not venture to make k till I 
found that (he was rather embarrafled 
about her refufing Lord Graflington, 
with regard to her fortune. My eftatc, 
you know,, is very finally I wiih it was 
w "/ " larger, 
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larger, entirely for her fake * for the 
fmallnefs prevents her from accepting of 
it. She loves me indeed too well to ac- 
cept of it. this declaration may per- 
haps, at firft fight, have the air of a 
paradox, but it is nevertheleft a true 
one. . / would not have made my offer, 
had I not been certain that her fortune 
was on the point of being diminifhed; 
and Jbt would not have rejected it*, had 
flic been iure that there were no prefcnt 
hopes of its being increafed: yet (he 
frankly confefled chat it was in my power 
alone to make her happy, though flie 
would not hear any more upon the fub* 
jett at that time : fheftri&ly forbade me m 
indeed, to revhrekin afuture convefiation. 
I acquideed at the moment, but I fhall 
endeavour to &ize the firft opportunity to 
pcrfuade her to content to making our- 

febres 
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felves mutually happy, by the clofeft of 
all human come&bhs. < 

. When I went home, after my laft in- 
terview with Lady Lucy, I found a 
card from Sir William and Lady Mife- 
nor, to icqueft me to be. of their party 

U>Vauxbatt, - . 

Having no engagement upon my 
hands, I attended them.; The elegant 
Mrs. Lauder was with them : fhe is juft 
returned frpm Ireland, hex year of mourn- 
ing being expired. She is reckoned a 
fwfft-rate beauty, and is, really, Very 
bandfome; yet there is a delicacy, a 
tafte about her, ftill more attradtive than 
her perfonal charms. She is young, 
and does not want fenfe ; ihe has only a 
little kind of hauteur in her look, vbic$ 
and manner, which hinders her from 

being 
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bring >'tb'*agMKfrMe as? fhe would other- 
wife bei She did me the honour^ hotf- . 
ever, to treat me with particular atteri- 
tion, and even condefcended to take 
More t&tice of me than dF any of the 
aunidtoltt <trt&y jotfrtwto Whtf felUWrd 
her, admiongt (Vr'ptt^rttf^g fto adMl»* 
her. Had my heart been quite at li- 
berty, I might. have fegen coxc&hb 
enough to imagine {he had taken a 
fosty to tiUf i but fei*' i<ft> touch' attached 
to Lady Luc> 4 ^ be'ctefAy ifgarfb? 
any other objeA. I was, Koww««,tffcry 
afliduous, I could not help being afliduous 
about Mrs. Lauder, while fhe was 1 (if the 
|»rty. ' ■ ' 

In the midft of a long whifper, during 
which fhe conveyed to n\y.iifteiQflg oars 
a pretty piece of fecret hiftory f , relating 
to a couple who had, from their firft 
entrance,, engaged our attention, Lady 

Lucy 
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I*ucy mpdc .her appearance in. the g**» 
den, with the Swymmcrs, and I^oiHi 
Qrafiington, 

. I was, I cenjSbl*, quite (ottj tp be fit 
^gaged; vta* M ^PP«ttcdt ** l car* 
#c|Uy wjih td ta jom her part^. I ,. t A 

Qn my flipping awfty $6 tell tier ho* 
it *»*, my widows catching hoid ixf my 
*«8» 4wd»,-T-?(Wh*# «rt yaw ronowg* 
^ft.JftWjWawJ,? Youiballnrfkiive 
V-wMoed.? .. . .,' •'■ - .. 

u I am only going to fptajt.fo feme 
" friends," replied I, " who arp j»fl[ 
? come in/' 

**'P&aw-M5fat yto«mafttiotgo; We 
cl canriot fpare you." ,; 

However, 
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However, 1 broke from her, and 
flew to Lady Lucy, who Deceived mc, 
I thought, with an vmufual ftateEnefs.* 
though I did not obferve that fhc took 
any more notice of his Lordftnp thaa 
the did of me. 

" How happy am I to meet yom to* 
" night V faid I: •'what an *inex- 

* petfed plealure! Had I but known 

* of your being here, I jwouM hid* 
w kept my&lf entirely difengagecL" 

* That would not have been at all 
** neceflary,** anfiwwd ike, gravely* 
" as I alfo arnwith a party" 

" But with a party whom I'might b6 
u permitted to join, perhaps, were I 
« alone," 

"Yes, 
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44 Yes," replied Ihe : " but as you 
',' are not, you had better go back to 
44 your friends" — laying a particular 
* emphafis on the word friends.* 9 

4 * My beft, my deareft, friend," faid 
I, fpeaking low to her, " is here." 

She fmiled, but faintly, 1 thought, 
and fhook her head, Soon afterwards 
the. bright,. the blooming widow, as if 
impudent for my return; failed clofely 
by us, and caft at me a mod fignificant 
look : a look which drew a figh from 
lay Lucy, who viewed . us both with a 
fcrutiniziftg attention; — "Go," faid 
ihe, pulhing me gently : M you are 
^iwifltod?' : : - 

** I do not wifh to go," replied I, " un» 
**. lefs you forbid me to ftay where I am." 

« i 
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" I (hall not interfere in fo nice a 
* bufincfs," faid Ihe — " As you came 
" with company, you ought to remaiq 
44 with them : Ilhould be angry myfelf 
" upon fuch an x>ccafion, if I was left 5 ' 

" I fliall never incur your anger in 
_ a that manner," anfwered I, quite 
-charmed with her whole behaviour, 
which had a mixture of the tender and 
the jea bus in it, yet they were both kept 
.down by her politenefs and good fenfe— 
I rould not bring myfelf to leavt her: 
I remained clofe by her fide, regardlefi 
of Lord Graffington, whom I had en- 
tirety distanced. I had no opportunity 
of faying much, as the crowd was con- 
tinually increafmg y but to prevent her 
being incommoded, I put my arm round 
her, by way of defence. 

Turning 
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Turning her fweet eyes towards me, 
with a delicious languor in them, flic 
f a id, — « Are you not gone yet ?" 

* No" replied I ; " you fee I cannot 
•* tear myfelf from ym. n 

She teemed pleafed with my unwil- 
Tingnefs to leave* her \ fhe almdft leant 
againft me, while I fupportcd her with 
rapture. There was a fort of corre- 
fpondence between us two, with which 
every body about us was totally unac- 
quainted. 

While I was enjoying more red de- 
light than I had ever experienced before, 
a mcflage came from Sir William, Lady 
Mifenor, and Mrs. Lauder, to defire me 
to return to them. ; / 

This 
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This meflage roufed me from mjr 
<lf earn of happmefx- 

c * Tou mnft' go ; to. them now," find 
iLady Luey^ looking rtinflauct* 
* ''•■.••. 

•• * Only for to^ni^it, 1 *— replied I f 
pcefitag her iwuid: * in the morning I 
«♦ ' will % *o yow dgaitt. 

A tboufand tfcntfcr things were di£ 
cernibfc in. her countenance— I then left 
her, but not without the utmoft regret, 
oLoriGramn^ton; 

-./. ! - : ' • J - 

"When I returned to my company, they 
all rallied nxv and chid me pretty 
ftrarriy, for haying deferted them, and 
infifted iupai my. confiding myfelf to 
then lor the' Mil: of the evening* dik 
ring which tfcef^ir iwidaw played *H 
/'.-!/■ her 
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her arts to attraft ipy attention. ; She 
laughed, fhe languished, lhe diicftvered 
every charm (he was poflefled of to the 
g^ateft advantage; ,^befung too, at 
laft, at the requcft of Lady Mifenor, 
and, in a very fine ftyle. I could not 
butd<> ample jiiftice do her tftciodtous 
iones,and tolhec judicial* ttrtnagemftnf 
of them : you know JL am fond -of tnwfic 
almoft to extravagance — Here (he tri- 
umphed : (he thought; (he had, at 
length, gained a conqueft over rae. 

When (he was inothe mi<3ftof iher 
exultation, however, I recolleAed the 
elegant ftrains which I had hiard ffom 
Lady Lucy's lips, and thai recolloftibn 
brought her ftrongly before fane?* eye* 
arrayed in all her dazzling. ; bead ties* 
No longer were my looks xiirbttedi to 
the fectuoing Lauder* tbey wandered in 

fearch 
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fearch of the 4Tole : miftrefs (jf my affec- 
tions: but Jhii I , believe, quitted the 
place fome tit^e before our party thought 
of returning home. ._ . 

When we : ie$>arate<k Mrs. Louder in- 
lifted upon : ixiy riHting her. . . , 

$ I bowed, but made no promife which 
I did not intend toperform. 

The next morning I hurried to Lady 
Lucy : fhe was not up : (he was not 
very well, htx yyompn told me. 

I went hope disappointed, and cha- 
grined — By the anxiety I felt at her in- 
difpofition, I felt 4 how much I loved 
her t . •• . . ,•*!■. 



Vol. I. G Thinking 
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"Thinking flit- ! w6liki' rife 'beforfc din* 
. nef, if lheVas' riot very ift, I went again 
tohcr hou£. She was not yet ready td 
fee company, 

"Wien I returned hoine- 1 found a 
card from SirWiilianrMifenor, defiring 
my company to dinner. My difturbed 
mind Was not fufficientfy compofcd to 
enable me to nrix -with. any body .* — I 
wilh^d to be atone, and, therefore, dif- 
pafc&dr^yjbte^i 1 -- 1 -"-' 1 * " :jr ' ; : 

A feafcSd iitot^ was -ifow'bi^glit to 
me from Sir William, In that he fo 
earneftly , prefled me to' ah interview With 
him,, if" only for a' Quartet 1 6r an; hour* 
that 1 repaired to ^him Wmctlraterljr, a& 
I would not be hindered from calling at 
Lady. Lucy's in theevening. 

; .. . . i . ..;^ . 

Wheff 
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When I came to Sir William, he told 
me my perfon and behaviour had made 
fo great an impreffian upon Mrs. Lauder, 
that he was fure I might have her for 
alking — - " She is handfome, you fee, 
" and young : fhe is not ill-tempered, 
u and has a clear two thoufand a year 
" jointure, with twenty thoufand pounds' 
* 4 in her pocket." 

" Had fhe millions, I could not think 
" of marrying a woman whom I did 
" not love," replied I. 

" Not love fuch a woman as Mrs. 
" Lauder!" faid he, haftily : "furely 
" you mull be very nice indeed. — A 
a woman whofe perfon is as faulthfs cs 
" her condudk is irreproachable.— Jwilh, 
" Frankland, I was of your age, and 
" in your place, for her fake." 

G 2 "Iwilh 
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44 I wilh you was, Sir William," ftid 
I ; 44 though I do not by faying fo pay 
44 a great compliment to the Lady." 

44 Pihaw ! prythee Charles," anfwered 
he, 44 come and dine with us : I will 
44 lay any fam that in a few hours the 
44 widow's conqueft oyer you is com- 
44 plete, and that you will thank me 
44 for having brought you acquainted 
44 with her." 

I told him in reply, that I (hould. al- 
ways think myfelf obliged to him for 
his » friendly intention, though it was 
not in my power to avail myfelf of it ; 
adding, that I was abfolutely engaged, 
and on no account could meet Mrs. 
Lauder. 

« W hy 
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" Why then," faid he, "you may 
" meet her another time — I fhall not 
u inform her, you may be fure, that 
u you do not admire her fo much as 
" lhe wifhfes to make you, as I hope 
" for a happy change in your femr- 
" ments concerning her-7-You will like 
" her better when you know more. of. 
" her." 

Not chuftng to anfwer his -civility 
with rudenefs, I only replied with • a 
fmiie, and left him, to make my third . 
appearance at Lady Lucy's, between* 
fix and feven.— Again I was refufed ad- 
mittance. — I did not now know what to 
think of my repeated difmiffions. I 
knew not whether Lady Lucy was really 
ill, or only pretended to be fo, to avoid 
feeing me. I determined, however, to 
go till I was let in. 

G 2 While 
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While I was fitting abforbed in 
thought, and ftriving to account for a 
behaviour fo new to me, Swymmer 
came in, rallied me upon my being 
quite out of fpirits, and dragged me 
by force to Marybone. 

There, moft unluckily, was Mrs. 
Lauder, and z large party. — Seeing me, 
as foon as I entered the gardens, (he 
feized me in a fhort time afterwards, 
and it was impoflible for me, without 
being guilty of downright rudenefs, to 
get away., • She even threw herfelf en* 
tirely under my protedtion, and obliged 
me to wait on her home. — When I 
was . there, (he would have forced mc 
to ftay and fup with her •, but I broke 
from her, and reared to my own apart- 
ment* 

IfhaU 
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I fhall make another attempt to fee 
Lady Lucy to-morrow. — ;What you 
hinted, when you was laft in town,, 
about love and difcretion, I feel: to be 
true — Some iime ago I ftiould have 
thought myfelf almoft diflxa&ed, had* 
I entertained an idea of marrying, efpe- 
cially a woman -of quality x66> with- 
out a fortune, irt my fcamy* circuai- 
ftances. — I can now enjoy ha felicity 
but that refuking from a hope of fitting 
down with Lady Lucy, contented with 
the very fmall income likely to fall to our 
lharr— In fhor ty ; De(borough, . I ha ve na 
ambition* : biit to be happy.—- Am I not 
grown an extremely wife fellow ? Yet 
whatever you may think of me, I am 
ftill 

Yours fineerely, 

< '- ' 
C.Frankland. 

G 4. LET- 
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LETTER XVi; 

Lady Lucy to Lady Bell. 

AN D fo, becaufe I was not fufli- 
f ciently foolifli before, I mud be 
.jealous ; yes — jealous, to ,a degree, x>f 
.this Franfcland : that is, I am vexed to 
lee other people like; him as well as X 
do. How weak, hqw inconfiftent ! I 
faw him fo much taken notice of by a 
Mrs. Lauder, a young handfome wi- 
dow,, with, a krge fortune, that I found 
I could hot bear it*, and fo I went, and 
.fhuf myfelf up at home ; (hut myfelf up 
. from the only perfon whom I wifhed to 
; fee : yet, with what propriety can. I hie 
continually receiving bim who, of all 
men, I ought to avoid, as our inter- 
views, increafingly-pleafing to each o- 
ther, muft increafe our mutual inclina- 
t tion> 
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tion, and inevitably make us wretched ! 
Befides, I now feel myfelf fo much af- 
fefted by his connection with this Mrs. 
Lauder, that J am very much afraid of 
his difcovering the anxiety 1 cannot help 
enduring on his acquaintance with ? 
woman whofe fortune would be exceed- 
ingly convenient to him : and as fhe is 
alfo young and handfome, I think he 
can make no reafonable objection to her, 
if (he fhould be difpofed to purchafe fo 
fine a fellow with her money. — My fpt- 
rits fink at the thoughts of fuch an al- 
liance ; and yet, if it will make him 
happy, (hall I be fo mean, fo felfiih, as 
to endeavour to prevent it ? Heaven 
forbid ! — No — I would rather forward 
it by every means in my power: but : 
then, if it was once completed, I would 
never fee him; I would avoid every 
place in which there was a poflibility of 
G 5 meeting 
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meeting him. I would come to Paris, 
1 think, and join you, Bell. Change of 
air and place will give a new turn to 
my thoughts, and may, In time, reftore 
me to the tranquility I tnjoyed before I 
knew Frankland. This is my prefent 
refolution : and you will^ in all proba- 
bility, fee it executed in a very fhort 
time, by feeing me at Paris, ' Having 
thus prepared yoti for my appearance, to 
prevent any furprife, 

I remain 
j Your ever affectionate 

i . .. L. M. 

LETTER XVII. 
I^ady Bell to Lady Lucy. 

MY increafing coldnefs to Lord 
Alhburne has deeply affe&ed 

him: 



The Disinterested Mawac*. i£i 

him : he told me the other day, that he 
could not bear the mortifying alteration 
in my behaviour; and that he was de* 
termined, in Order to get rid of an en- 
gagement which: Was the mtfery of his 
life, to fet out for England; adding, 
however, that he would return by the 
firft opportunity. He now teafes me 
about giving him leayeto correfpond 
with me during his tedious abfence, as he 
calls it. I "wifli I may not think it fo as 
well as he; but I had bettrtr bear it at 
firft with a good grace, as it will be an 
evil — if it can be properly Called an evil 
—not bf the incurable kind. It is, not; 
very likely, I imagine,, that Lord Aflit 
burfte ihouIcTbc? able to prevail' on Mifs 
Plaftow to refign fiijri : it is much more, 
probable that he fhould, by his appear- 
ance, aAd the elegance of -his language^, 
determine' her* mOre^ftrongly never to 
i V A G 6 part 
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part with a man fa infinitely agreeable. 
He will, according to my opinion, de- 
feat his defigns, by purfuing them : for 
if (he has no averfion to him before flie 
fees hinp, what will (he fay to him when 
fee finds him adorned with all the graces 
of perfon and charms and elocution fo 
peculiar to feVtf, and fo rarely to be met 
with in other men. 

In Continuation. 

I have juft this morning received 
yours. I admire your refelution ; it will 
be quite as efficacious, I fancy,, as Lord 
Afebourne's vifit to Mifs Plaftow. You 
both appear to me extremely, ingenious 
at the ere&ion of caftles in the air. , How- 
fver, wafted hither by zephyrs, or con- 
veyed to me in ]a lefs poetical manner, 
you will be equally welcome to your 

.,.-.! . N Arabella Wai,i*ap& 
6 i. LET- 
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LETTER XVIIL 
Mr. Frankland to Mr. Desborouch. 

OH ! Jack i— Had I but a million 
to dcferve this charming, this un- 
common woman ! Surely fhc is a very 
extraordinary chara&er. She has a foul 
fuperior to her fex. No man in the 
world can be worthy of her. It was not 
poffible for me, during feveral days, to 
gain admittance •, though I called on her 
continually, (he was never to be feen. At 
laft, however, (he went abroad \ and I 
learnt, by dint of bribery, from her w+> 
man, whither fhe was gone.— *She was 
gone to people with whom I had no ac- 
quaintance : I, therefore, could not de- 
cently introduce uiyfelf * but I fauntered 
in the ftreet till her coach came for hex. 
With a few more goldea arguments, J 

prevailed 
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u For heaven's fake then do not, by 
44 refilling me the happinefs of your 
44 company, drive me to defpair." 

44 You muft not talk to me in this 

44 manner, Mr. Frankland," faid (he: 

4< we muft no longer carry on an inti- 

44 macy which can only create mutual 

44 uneafinefs. You muft attach yourfelf 

44 entirely to Mrs. Lauder, who is a 

44 very fine woman, and very capable 

44 of making the man flie loves happy J* 

44 I do not underftand you," replied 
I ; wondering not a little at her having 
heard of the favourable opinion enter- - " 
tained of me by that Lady. 

44 You will not underftand me : but 
I 44 you muft know that when you are 
44 under an engagement to one woman, 
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"• you, certainly, ought riot to- follow 
" another/' 

* You really perplex me exceedingly, 
" Lady Lucy," anfwered I : •* to no wo- 
44 man in the world, but to yourfelf, have 
<c I any attachment ; nor carr I imagine 
" how you came to think of Mrs., 
M Lauder." 

. * Mrs. Lauder," faidfte, " perfe&ly 
€< fenftble of your . merit, is alfo ex- 
tremely well qualified to make you 
happy: you will be mad, therefore, 
i€ to " negleft fo fair an opportunity: 
" you will be cruel to Ber 9 and un- 
" kind to your/elf." 

" I am not of your opinion/* an- 
fwered I. — " Were I indeed to addrefs 
" a Lady whom I do not like, I JbouU 

" cer- 



cc 
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" certainly be very unkind to tnyfelf t 
" and very cruel to her" 



" But why (hould you not like Mrs* 
" Lauder f" replied (he, with great 
quicknefs*, "-(he is young, handfomc, 
• c and fond of you." 

« Were (he dying for me," faid j, 
with as much quicknefs, "I would not 
c * marry her~I cannot marry her : my 
u whole heart— my foyl h youxs." 

" Ah, Frankland ! — talk, no, moce 
" in this (train 1 we were never cfefignq^ 
€< for each other. You muft not think 
w of me : I have nothing in my power 
" to give you : Mrs. Lauder has an ' 
" ample fortune, with . an enlarged 
* mind." 

" Were 
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" Were £he a thoufand times haiid- 
" fomer than fhe is ; were it poffible 
u for her to be more generous, I could 
cc not love her. — Let us therefore, I 
" intreat you> talk rib more about 
« her/' 

" But indeed we will. — I fhall talk 
" of nothing elfe while we are to* 
" gether." 

" You could not have chofeh a mot* 
" difagreeable fubjeft," faid I ; rather 
piqued at a behaviour which I thought 
moft provokingly ill timed 

" I will befilent then," replied lhe— 
and fpoke not another word. 

When the coach flopped, fhe bade 
me a good night, 

"Not 
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c< Not yet," my dear Lady Lucy," 
laid I — " I (Hall not teave you quite fo 
" foon." Accordingly, 1 followed- her 
into the houfe: 

She fat down rather with a dejefted; 
than a melancholy afpeft. Taking a 
feat near her, I ftrove, by every art I 
was matter of,, to* engage her in a con- 
verfation on the fubjeft I moil wifhed 
to enter upon •, but fhe remained a long 
time without fpeaking.— At laft (he be- 
gan tx> advance fo many arguments in 
favour of my marriage with Mrs-. 
Lauder, that I grew quite out of^hu* 
mour, and freely told her that I was 
entirely . miftaken in her ; that I had 
once flattered myfelf with being looked 
upon by her with fome degree of ten- 
dernefs ; adding, that as I found I was 
deceived in the only woman whom I 

could 
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cfcuid love, I fhould' give up all thoughts 
of the lex for the future. 

V How fimple that is now!" cried 
fhe, with a plaintive kind of tone, 
whidi was infiaitejy touching — 
u .How can you.rejedt a woman who is 
" actually dying -for you, and who can 
x< make your, fortune 1 ?*' 

" How can ^00 rejedt a man," re- 
plied I, " who is really miferable in 
" .confequence of .your, refufal •? M 

** Becaufe I cannot make his for- 
" tune," anfwcred ihe; and the tears 
itarted from her eyes while fhe fpoke— 
By thofe tears, and by fuddenly turning 
her face from me. to .conceal them, ihe 
convinced me that I was ftiU very dear 
*o her : yet all the eloquence with 

which 
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which love infpircd me ~ and furely 
thofe who are under the influence of 
that paflion have more elocution than 
they are matters of upon common oc- 
cafions, was not prevailing. She would 
not be moved by it. I was therefore 
obliged t6 leave the fubjcdl, as (he not 
not only requefted me to fay no more 
upon it, but infifted upon my giving ic 
up." 

Lady Lucy's uncommon behaviour 
has aflfe&ed me fo much, that I honeftly 
declare I wifh I had been brought up 
in fome way to improve my eftate, that 
I might be able to make her a more 
"confiderable offer*, an- offer more worthy 
of her acceptance. —But it k too late 
now— I am unfit for every thing. 

Full 
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4 Fwjl a£ refle&jbn* Uft ni$ht, ; arifijig^ 
frpm .ray, yery difagrepatye fituation, I, 
Ijjegaa .ta reprpt^ch myielf , for haying 
giyen a IdoTc to unreasonable repinings* 
as if happinds was jio where to be met 
with but in afljluetn circuy^aces, and, 
in edited ft^ianjr. Is it rational to fup- 
ppfc that v £qno .Gpccpt the rick can be 
rjiappy ? How ahfurd J how; unjuft are 
iuch ideas ! How few, how very few 
would tafte felicity, were it confined 
.to any particular fituation ! — • No— hap- 
pineis is pretty equally diffufed over the 
whole world ; and the loweft often enjoy 
it, while the rich figh for it in vain.— 
The different notions entertained about 
j»foafure f refulj chiefly from the different 
^educations and purfuits of mankind. 
Thofe people who can fet bounds to 
.their wifhes may be happy in almoft 
-every place, and in every fituation in 

life 
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life — As forme, I defire only to b« 
united to this dear girl : with the grati- 
fication of this wilh, the only one which 
creates .anxiety in my breaft, I fliati be 
thoroughly fatisfied : but I am afraid to 
expeA it.— -I cannot, TioWever, help 
perfevering in my affe&ionate attach- 
ment to this dear creature; neither -can 
I help continuing 

Your Cpcere friend, 

in every fituation, 

Charles Franklakd; 

LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 

Lady Lucy Menell to* Lady Bell 
Wallace. 

FRANKLAND perfifts in re- 
jecting Mrs. Lauder. I have faid 
all I can to perfuade him to avail him- 
felf of her ftrong prepofleffions in his 
favour, but to no purpofe. I will not 
however inform you, Bell, of the pain 
I endured while I afted in a manner fo 
oppofite to my inclinations. — 1 am glad 
it is over, that is, over for the\pre- 
fent -, but if my intimacy,' if even my 
acquaintance goes on. with Frankland, 
I fhall lofe all the honour which I have 
acquired by this vi&ory ov&r'myfelf. 
I ftiall foon fink irxto a foft; intoxicating 
jpitu^tior) in his company, and wflli for 
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no 
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no fociety but bis. — What a feducing 
fellow he is ! Why am I not miftrefs of 
my own heart, #nd of the fortune which 
my father enjoyed ? Why am 1 obliged 
to be fubfervierit to the will of this m- 
folent Graflington, who ftill perfecutes 
me with his hateful paflion ? — Surely 
there is nothing fo difgufting to us as 
the teafinj* addrefs of a man totally dif- 
agreeabie^to us, efpecially when we hap- 
pen to feel ourfelves attached to a man 
Luintely attraaive, completely formed 
ioW» andto ^. our hearts. -BuU 

wilt get out of the way of my man s 
captivating powers. -I will mate my 
iu'nt'Selby. a'vifit. I was always fond 
of the country : it is at' this time in all 
itsbeauty,'andlamina true (late of 
mindioenoyit.-Yethow^UIpar^ 

^^FranklahdP-The^ft way wul 
enoi'tbtak'eleaveofhmiafcalt. 1 
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muft confole myfelf with being free 
from the importunities of him of whelm 
1. cannot think without abhorrence, f^nce 
I cannot have the company of him I 
love. — Oh, Bell ! Bell ! how my heart 
finks at the thoughts of a feparation ! 
perhaps a final feparation from Frank- 
land ! — It muft be fo — I am going to 
write to Selby-Park. I cannot too foon 
accuftom myfelf to retirement, as I 
fhall not have a fortune fufficient for 
my fupport in London ; nor fhould I 
l4ave a fingle figh behind me but on 
Frankland's account, whom 1 will not 
fee, if I can help it, before I quit him 
and London, perhaps for even • » * 

When 1 talked of coming to Paris. I 

did not think that I fhould want fpirits 

for fuch a fcheme ; but I now find it 

will be impoflible for me to fupport 

H 2 them 



148 The Disinterested Marriage. 

thorn at fuch a diftance from London. 
When I am at Sclby-Park it will be in 
lay {tower to return when I pleafe, and 
tllat ihay, probably, keep me there:, 
but when I know I cannot with eafe 
reach London juft as my inclination 
prompts, 1 fhall be wiftung to vifit it 
every moment. I could never bear be- 
ing confined % but if I was placed in 
the remoceft corner of the earth, with- 
out having reftriftions laid upon me, I 
believe I could ftay there without the 
lroft defire of coming away. On the 
contrary, were I told that I pofitively 
rn«ft remain there, I fliould be wild to 
fly from it. Such is the perverfenefs of 
human nature-, or rather, fuch is the 

pervcrfe nature of 

"Your friend, 

L. Menell. 
LET- 
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LETTER XX. 

From the fame to the fame/ 

AS I was determined to leaye Lon- 
don, I began to prepare < every- 
thing for that purpofe : and as I an* rq- 
folved never to marry Lord Grafling- 
ton, I had given my fervants orders nqt 
to let him in : however, on his sarnefljy 
requefting to fee me> I wa$ wpak 5- 
nough to hope that he relented, and 
that he was willing to rdeafc rps frofli 
all my engagements. I therefore ad- 
mitted him, \ ■*> 

He only fpent his tujie. in making 

ufe of a thoufand arguments* to prevail 

on me to agree to what he r wintoi^ to 

make me believe that it was my father's 

H 3 . earneft 
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earned defire, as well as his own, that I 
fhould marry him. 

I would not be drawn in by the flim- 
zinefs of his reafoning. I told him 
plainly, that if my father had been ac- 
quainted with my great averfion to him, 
he never would have been fo unkind as 
to leave me in fo difagreeable a Titra- 
tion : — adding, that fince his will 
could not be revoked, I had nothing to 
do but to pay him the fum demanded ; 
the payment of which would give me a 
right to infift upon his not troubling me 
any more with his company. 

" And can you be fo cruel/* faid he, 
" as to wifh to inflift fuch a punifti- 
<c ment upon me, only for admiring 
4C you ; only for preferring you to all 
*l your fex ? " 

« It 
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" It is infinitely iporcs cruel in you, 
** my Lord," anfwered I, " to prevent 
" me from marrying the* man I like, 
" by accepting of the gneateftpart of 
" my fortune 5 to which[ you, can have 
** no other right than that which you 

." derive from my father's too partial 

. " will in your favour." 

" I love you too fincercly to fee you in 
" the arms of another, and therefore claim 

( ' c< my right,. Madam> tofo large a part of 

• c ? yoijr fprtune — That part, nvere you 
" mine; fhould be in your own power, wish 

. " a confiderable addition to it from me \ 
tf and Ltvould do every thing I could 
" think of to render your fituation 
'< agreeable to you. "V^ere I to- give 
" yoii up, you" would, I krtbw, imme- 

• " dlately give your hand to Frank* 

" land, and fee me no more. It is very 

H 4 " natural 
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** natural for me to wi(h to prevent 

" your marriage with bim^ * charmed as 

u 1 am wkh you ; I will therefore fet 

" your fortune remain untouched, and 

" the lafte EarFs debt to me fliall continue 

M undifcharged,' while you remain fingle. 

•• I wiB proceed in this manner, in hopes 

" of gaining your heart, with the af- 

44 fiftance of time and perpetual affi- 

** duitics. M 

In *nfwer to this fpeeeh I told him, 
that as I did not wifh to receive favours 
from any body which I gould not re- 
pay, I had rather fettle every tteng, 
and break off all connoftiaa* witbt himi 

, r # 

He iteplietf, that . I ^led . ^itji great 

. feverity, not to give him time, to take 

every ftep in his power to gain my af- 

feftiens, 

I anfwered, 
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I anfwered, that as I was furel fhould 
only tantalize him by .giving him any 
encouragement, I could not, without 
revolting againfl: my confeience, adopt 
foch a behaviour. 

He then bowed, and faid he would 
leave me to refteft upon my extreme 
cruelty; hoping that my refle&ion* 
would produce a turn in his favour. 

Thus you fee, my dear, I have no- 
thing to do but to endeavour tp recoils 
cile myfelf to the leaving Frankland and 
London — poflibly for*ever. 

In Continuation.. 

Juft when I had received a letter fron* 

Mrs. Selby, filled with the moft earneft 

wifhes to have me with her, and given 

H 5 orders 
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oilers' to Bromfield to put up my 
cloaths, 1 &c. for my journey, Frankland 
flew up frairs, and furprifcd me in the 
midft- of thy dire&ions about the pack- 
ing up my things. I fat indeed in my 
drefling-room, furrounded with gowns, 
petticoats, caps, tippets, and all the 
i^catera belonging to a female 
wardrobe. 

" Your moft obedient, Lady Lucy," 
fald he ; then looking round, he added, 
•s— xt What ! Are you making a general 
^iS^lhgc of your cloaths, Madam?** 

" No, Sir," replied I •, w only making 
" them change their places. * My cloaths, 
" you know, mull follow me where- 
" ever I go.'* 

■> • " And 
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" And pray,*' faidhe^witha gentle, 
figh^and taking hold of my Jiand, " «;&'- 1 
" i$er are you going ? " . 

[Bromfield had quitted the room pn 
bis appearance.] 

" I am going to pay k vifit to my 
«* aunt, 7 Mrs.'Selby, at Selby-Park." 



cc 



In what county ? " faid he 



" That's a fecret," anfwered T r 

laughing.,.. 

" It muft not be a fearer to me~T 
c * niuft know whither you are going.' 
" / muft fee you fometimes, Lady Lu- 
" cy ; I cannot live without you." 

" You *i«&jndeed, Prankland, learn 
" to live, from me.j we never were de% 
•' figned for each other." ( 

" ' . ■• H 6 "Ia 
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" In my opinion now," replied he, 

" two people in the wqrtd, more fuit-. 

** able to each other, cannot be namech 

• c we will not therefore be repa^ted.** 

1 ' ' -•' ;* 
" Say nothing about it — I am going 

" to vifit a very amiable relation ; but 

" yt(l$p I api with be? ; I cajjnot, it; will 

" not&e proper for a^: to receive, nor 

" fhall I defire to receive, any com- 

" pany." '• '*' 

u But wiiLyou pot receive a letter ? v 

" I will not indeed ; I will ' neither 
^ receive .y^ not 3rour. Utter$ y during 
• " my ftay atfSelby-I^ajrk,. £>9 JV>t J thofe^> 
" fore expeft fuch permifijojis." 

" When do you'return ? M ■ ' : 

* " When I do renfm'itVill beT time 
u enough to talk' about ft'^ydti 'fee,* 
* c Frankland, I am engaged it prefect.*' 

. . * u ri u 0nly 
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.. " Only tjell me when you ftall be 

* at feifure, and I will attend you." 

" " I tfiall J n6t* be at leiiure till 1 come 
H back fxyjK Mr i f . Sdby. " ; , 

*' Will you iifk permit me to lee you 
" again bfefore you go?"** . K 

K: ^I f ciuinclrj ,J i fliall : g& v to-iitt)ito^ 

* flowing**' l b -" 5 '^ : oI c- n 

''*«* To-night t&ea* ^ j • > - 



■ i <f I am engaged abroad." 

\, ' ,''. . ' .i . .. . ■" 

u When.youxoinc honae**Horfy figor. 
* batf m hour.? ..■ 

^Impqftble."—! thmref*--I <kn1& 
" . hQld ui n* Iftsgftr | , J, tttrw4 away ray< 

44 I fee, 
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4< I fee, Madam, you want me gone," 

He bowed coolly, ai^d left the rpom. 

' " * j 

As foon as he retired I fat down, and, 

with a flood of tears, lamented the ne- 
ceflity I was tinder of affe&ing an indif- 
ference which I was far from reeling. 
Atifre yery morpent I drove, hi^i-foom 
me, I could have told him that I paf- 
fionately loved him. I even longed 
moft earneftly to let him know : how 
much he was beloved by me : to let him 
know that he, and be alone* , was in 
poffeffion of my heart. It was the af- . 
fcftion however I felt for him, which 
prevented me from making a difcovery' 
of my fenfations to his ruin. When I 
am out of hiS'tfay he will, perhaps, con- 
tent himfelf with Mrs. Liuder i but while 

Tani 
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I am in it, I flatter myfelf that he will 
be attached to no'Woman, except 

Your unalterable friend, 
L. Menell, 



LETTER XXL f . ;i 
Mr. Frankl and to Mr; Desborouch. 

THE dear, amiable creature is 
gone : fhe has left both me and 
the town. Nobody knows when fhe will 
return. She has moft ftri&ly forbidden 
me to attempt feeing her, or writing to 
her. She would not even ftrffer me to 
take leave of her. I was extremely dif- 
concerted by that part of her behaviour; 
fo much, indeed, that I believe I difco- 
vered an indifference which I did not 

feel; 
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feci ; an indifference of which I heartily 
repented the moment I was out of her 
fight : for fome time after J returned 
home, I was in a ft ate of die utmoft un- 
certainty, not knowing whether 1 fhould 
not go back te ber % and infill upon tak- 
ing a more tender adieu. — I flu&uated 
& long, piqued at her coolnef*, that 
when I returned, the coach had juft 
drove from the door. When I thought 
(he was come home, I went again. The 
fervant told me that (he was retired for 
the oigtet and had given orders to be 
imfi to every body. — The next morn- 
ing, at fix q' clock, (he fet out for Sel~ 
fcy-Park. TJuis* you fee, flie has quite 
given me up, merely, 1 am perfuaded, 
from a fear of diftrefling me by a marri- 
age which cannot be a lucrative, though 
it may be a yefy happy one. I am fure, 
at kafr, that I can#Qt be happy without 

her; 



The Disinterested Marriage. 161 

her: and as I muft not entertain any 
hopes of her, my fituation is, at pre- 
fent, exceedingly difagreeable. I have 
fcut myfelf up in my apartment thefe 
two days : I have taken up and 
Iai3 down my -pen a hundred times, 
fince the beginning of my letter. A« 
often have I refolved td think no mote 
of this enchanting woman : but I find 
it is impofflble to banifh her, a moment, 
from . my mind. Solitude only nourifh- 
*es my unfortunate paffion •, I will, there- 
.fofe, mix with the world : and yet hofr 
"very dull Wili every place be without 
Lady f Luey ! — How dfcftitute of plea- 
Hire will every fpot appear without the 
fociety bf 'her by whofe prefeft<;6 the 1 duljk 
* eft fpbt was inexpreflibly enlivened;?— I 
find a kind of laflitucle creeping over 
me which makes life a burthen. — Had 
Ihe but fpoken to me ; had fhe ac- 
quainted 
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quainted me with her real intentions — 
furely fhe might have acquainted me j fure- 
ly ihe ought to have acquainted me with 
them.« — Why fhould ihe keep me in this 
torturing fufpenfe with regard to the 
difpofal of herfelf? — But to w;hat pur- 
pofe do I condemn her? Had Hie a 
thoufand faults, fhe. has fo twined her- 
felf about my heart, that I muft love her 
whether I have any hopes of poflefling 
her or not : I can love her alone : for 
fuppoiing I could meet with a womap 
in every refpedt as agreeable to my tafte, 
,with a fufficient fortune, and defirous of 
beftpwing both that and herfelf on me, I 
could not accept of her. . I ftiould think 
I injured } t»ady Lucy, who, wtwith- 
ftanding her prefent coolnefs, has the 
tendered affeftion for me.; and ,who 
cannot, I verily believe, ever be happy 
with any other man- What great anxi- 

. <*y, 



The Disinterested Marriage. 163 

cty, therefore, will our mutual attach- 
ment occafion ! , for I will* I f**fi fu P- 
pofe that the partiality which (he has dis- 
covered for me would rife to a paffion 
as ardent as mine, were it properly en- 
couraged. What a tranfport is there in 
that idea ! and y 4 et it muft not be too 
much indulged by 

Yours, &c. &c. 

C. Frankland. 

44HHHHHHHH-» 1 \ 1 1 V\ \++ 
LETTER XXII. 
Lady Lucy to Lady Bell. 

Sdby-Park. 

HE R E I am, and in as much tran- 
quillity as I am capable of enjoy- 
ing at a diftancc from the fociety of him 

for 
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for whom I cannot help, fometimes, 
fighing. I am likely to be amufed by 
the fight and acquaintance of Mifs Plaf- 
tow, your formidable rival, my dear : we 
expefl: her every minute, with Mr, and 
Mrs. Ellis, the Gentleman and Lady 
to whofe care the late Lord Afhbourne 
left her till his fon returned to England, 
and whofe fummer refidence is in this 
neighbourhood. I (hall now have an 
opportunity to let you into feveral little 
matters relating to her prefent and future 
connections with your friend: — but I 
hear a carriage. — 1 will go to fee her, 
and tell you, by and by, how I like hen 

In Continuation, 

Indeed, my dear Bell, you muft take 
care of yourfelf. This Plaftow is a 
charming girl. I went down, thinking, 

all 
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all the way, that nothing could furpafs 
Lady Bell Wallace* but you mud 
know, my dear, that there are different 
kinds of beauties. Louifa Plaftow is 
act only ftriking at firft, but improves 
upon you every moment. She is tall 
and flender, and yet not too thin nei- 
ther. She is the moft nympbijh figure 
you ever beheld: her whole form is 
genteel, her every motion is full of 
grace. She has a very ckar complexion, 
foft, delicate, and enlivened with a 
beautiful glow of health. She is moft 
amiably diffident, and makes, upon the 
whole, the moft piuorefque appearance 
imaginable. She was drefled in a white 
luftring negligee with pale pink rib- 
bons, and looked quite a Hebe. Her 
converfation and manners are no lefs 
' linking than her perfon. Yet, perhaps, 
I may be partial: for fhe paid great 

court 
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court to me •, and you arc fenfible that 
there is nothing more feducing than flat-' 
tery. 

I mentioned Lord Afhbourn to her, 
and told her that I heard he was a very 
amiable man. 

She replied, fhe was happy in having 
been left under his care, and that every 
body fpoke well of him. 

She blufhed, and her eyes fo prettily 
twinkled, while (he was talking of him, 
that Ihe is certainly, fome how, prepof- 
feffcd in his favour. 

f When (he left us, fhe folicited an in- 
timacy with me, and in fuch perfuafivc 
terms, that I could not have refufed 
her requeft, if fhe had not been half fo 
i pleafing 
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pleating as fhe is. Befides, Mrs. Ellis 
is a moft agreeable woman, .and I wiflv 
to be acquainted with new people, if 
they are tolerable, in hopes of driving 
Frankland from my mind : but 1 fear 
that nothing I can do will prove effec- 
tual : he will, I fear, in fpite of all my 
efforts, engage my thoughts more than 
is warrantable by discretion. . I am talk- 
ing of him, you fee, infenfibly : I will, 
however, banifh him from my memory, 
though he is fo defervedly dear to me. 
I will return to the amiable Plaftow. — 
When Jhe was gone, Mrs. Selby and I 
talked her over : my aunt told me, that 
(he has a great many admirers; adding, 
that Sir Francis Kempsfield and Mr. 
Fanlhaw are the moft agreeable of 
them. The latter, in particular, Ihe 
faid, has a very elegant perfon, and is 
exceedingly accojrtpUftpd. ~ cs . He.fre* 

" quently 
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<c quently calls upon me, M continued 
fhe, " and I dare fay you will be pleafed 
a with him.** 

Thus you fee, my dear, I am in a 
way to be amufed, at leaft : new ob- 
jects will, moft probably, divert my at- 
tention from the only one about which 
I ought not to employ my thoughts. 

In Continuation. 

1 have more chat to communicate. I 
have returned the fair Plaftow's vifit : 
We are become infeparable companions. 
She knows but little of Lord Afhbourne. 
She . tells me that (he was very young 
when he went abrbad, that Ihe never 
faw him above three times, and that he 
was too manly to pay any attention to 
fuch a chit as fhe then was. She has 

fhewn 
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fliewn me a miniature of him which the 
lace Lord Alhbourne' left her : it is -fo 
handfome a one, that if there is a ftrong 
likenefs between the original and the 
copy, Bell, 1 (hall feel fome pity for 
you. 

•lAfter having informed me, that 
the- rc&fiiblance was ftriking, Mifil 
Plaftow very fenlibly added, that fhe 
thought the fineft per/on in the world is 
of fmaU valued if it is not accompanied 
with a refpeftable underftanding ; the 
lattsdfr being, in her opinion, abfolutely 
neceflary j efpecially, in people who 
have much time upon their hands, to 
prevent them from running into mifchief 
by tfn tMpfopef employment of it. 

Mils Plaftow employs her time in a 

very laudable manner. She draws, plays, 

Vol. I. I and 
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and fings with great tafte. Between her 
firft and fecond vifit, Mr. Fanlhaw came 
to fee Mrs. Selby. He is handfome, 
elegant, and genteel There is much 
fenfe exprefied in his face, and great 
foftnefs in his manners. 

" Mr. Fanlhaw is quite charmed with 
" you" — {aid Louifa to me the laft time 
I faw her. 

I replied* that it was not very likely 
he Ihould pay any attention to mt y after 
havipg been fo long acquainted with 
her. 

She blufhed, fmiled, and anfwered— 
€c Dear -Lady Lucy, do not flatter me^ 
* c for I (hall love you extravagantly if 
\ c Foudo/* ' * 

" And 
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44 And why fhould you not V 9 hid I. 

44 Til tell you why"— repjied flrtri- 
44 Iwould not be too fond of any per- 
44 fon ; I have fo much fenfibility, that 
44 L am often diftreflcd by it. I am apt, 
44 indeed, to be violently pleafed ? but 
" then I am apt to be as Vifckqtly di£ 
4C , concerted : and were I> taking a pro* 
46 digious fancy to you, to be treated, 11* 
44 return, with riegledt and indifference, 
% 1 fliould be much more pained than 
" pleafed." 

u There are feldom any emotions be- 
" tween perfons of the fame fex, 1 " an-> 
fwered I ; " but as you are fo liable to 
" be affefted by fudden changes, I 
44 would not advife you to fall in love." 

I 2 J 4 Per- 
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" Perhaps your advice comds ?oo 
€C late," faid flic, with her .face and 
neck Uike ccimfon. 

This was fo fair an opening to aicto.- 
JijdentiaJ tonverfation on her part, t&at 
1 .immediately feized it ; bec^ufc ,it fe 
highly probable that I (hall, ere long, 
ianguifh for fomebody to talk to about 
Kranklaod. 

44 So you realty fel yourfelf inj©ve£ 
" and pray who is the favoured man 2 n 

44 There you muft excufe me," re- 
plied ihq, ftxll more difconcerted i "you 
44 would think me" a little mad, if you 
44 knew who he was.** 

Be comforted, Bell — . Lord Afli- 
bourne is not, you may affure yourfelf, 
Louifa*s favourite mfcn: if my con- 

je&ures, 
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jc&tjrcs-, in confcquence of the 6bfcr-> 
vations I have made, ate right, Fan'* 
(haw is the man : and I am ftrongly in- 
clined, to belie vq that (he meant, by the 
above-mentioned adtJrefir to me, to in- 
du^gd the pleafure fhe. felt in talking of 
him* and to difguife her inclination for 
him at the fame time. However, m^ 
dfcaFeft Bell> you are fafe ; irid may 
reckon upon Lord Afhbourne as your 
own, thofigh Ihe is expedited "fiere every 
hour, and though Mr. and Mrs. Ellis 
are preparing to receive him ir\<xhk moft* 
agreeable manner. 

And now can I conclude without a 
fingle word concerning poor Frankland? 
I rwft — it is beft for me to forget him * 
as the remembrance of him muft be at- 
tended with fenfations. fatal to our peacec 
1 will, therefore,. fbnonce, be diftyoocj 
I 3 and 
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and bid you adieu, with alluring you 
that! ewr ihaU be 



r .Yours moft aflfe&ionately, 

L. M. 

.» r : . 



LETTER XXIII. 
From the feme to the fame. 

1AM difturbed beyond expreflion! 
I am al moft dift rafted! Frankland 
lies dangeroufly ill of a fever. Harriot 
Swymmer wrote me a particular account 
of his alarming fituation, as fhe received 
it from her brother, who goes to fee him 
every day. 1 can hardly tell what I 

write 
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wrifc-r-1 have fentv however, to beg her 
to* tet,a}fe hear continually, by every poft* 
how he is— If he Ihould die, what would 
become of me ? Harriot has juft hinted* 
that his difappointment with regard to 
me has occafioned his diforder. Good 
God ! Could I but have fuppofed him 
fufficiently attached to me, to be fo 
much ' disordered by my refufal-, I be- 
lieve I fhould have been indifcreet 
enough to confent ta a match which 
muft have ruined him. — As it is, I can- 
not tell what to do. I haVe defired 
Harriot^ Mowever, to contrive tfiat fie 
may know How conftantly I enqtfire af- 
ter him, and that I am miferable about 
him. If my extreme concern for his 
-fufferings can give him the flighteft re- 
lief, I fliall think myfeltf kappy. 

I 4 I thought 
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I thought to have written a great deal 
about. Lord Afhbourtie and Mils Pla- 
ftow, but. this diftrefling intelHgence has 
put every thing eifc out of my head. 



In Continuation. 

He is out of danger ; pronounced to 
be fo at leaft by his phyficians— Thank 
heaven ! I feel my heart confiderably 
lighter. I now retraft what I have faid 
in the former part of my letter : I will- 
not marry, him indeed, but he fhall not. 
be acquainted with this refolution, that 
his fpirits may not be too ferioufiy af- 
fected by it a fecond time. Poor dear 
fellow !. how efquifitcly delightful is it 
to be fo dipatcd on by the man of one's 
heart! 

I fuppofe 



=^ 
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- T-ftippofe now, Bell, yoti wantftb hear 
of Lord Alhboume,- and I find imyfeflf 
able to communicate a few remarks I 
have- made ; happening to be prefent. 
wjrcn he firft appeared at Ellft-Gfrove. 

WbHe JLeuib and <r*were fitting irt 
the mufick-room, while Ihe fang to her 
lute a pathetic air, and I liftened with 
the utmoft delight, : the doof : 'opened, 
and a Very complete figure entered 4 the 
toom with Mr. Ellis. 

••-MyLord AflAdurne,^ tfkld He. ' 

His Lord&ip looked at us both^ 
bowed** then, having again* fin* 
veyed us, he advanced to poor Mils 
Plaftow, whofc inftrument was ih * the 
greateft danger; — I 't eally * thought- it 
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would have fallen to the ground, fo ex- 
ceedingly did her hands tremble. 

Lord Ajhbourne, obferving the violent 
agitation, of her fpirits, very politely 
relieved her, by taking the inftrument 
out of her hand, and placing it upon 

tee^bl* :: 

She btyftted,. and curtefied ; when he 
made her fome compliments upon her 
mufical abilities, which had greatly 
charmed him, he faid, though he had 
heard them but for a moment : adding, 
that he begged he might not give the 
leaft interruption to jterfoftoandfcs which 
would be highly agreeable to him. 

" I fhall be almoft afraid, my Lord," 
replied fhe, in the moil mufjcal of all 
voices, " to attempt to perform before 

. " fo 
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u fa excellent a judge as your Lord- 
" fhip ; wh0, juft arrived from the land 
" of harmony, m\ift be ftili left able 
" tQ rql|ife> my Efcglifh manner." 

He repjjed, that fa much diffidence 
"was a certain proof of her mufical me- 
rit, and therefore iryxeated her to fawur. 
Kim with a fong. 

$he complied immediately ; but the 
feaj-of not giving theplcafure fhe wifhed 
to give, rendered her voice fo> tremu- 
lous, that fhe could hardly go through 
her ibn^g,; though my Lord encouraged 
her, by faying every: thing that could 
tie iai^ upon the occafion. T judged 
however, that he looked as if he did 
not fay half he thought. In fliort, Bell, 
I am forry to fay any thing jo make you 
uiicafy jbut 'you had better know the 
1 I 6^ worft 
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worft atonqe-, and really he appears to 
me to be very much ftruck with her; 
flxe, alifo, feems to be no left charmed 
with him ; yet both of them feem afraid 
to difcover their feelings. There is a 
moddtyi a diffidence and timidity in 
her, extrfcmely' becoming; and every 
woman of delicacy would (hew her af- 
fection for her lover in that manner; 
but what could have difconcerted Lord 
Aflibourne fo much ? A man of his 
rank, fenfe and education, is feldom 
embarrafled by any girl, efpecially a 
girl'* who is his Ward, and under his 
guidance and direftion. — But I' (hall fee' 
riiore in a little rime; if Frankland re- 
covers. — Should he not recover, I toill* 
not artfwef for the mtelle&s of 
' Your affedtionate 

. jLvcy Menell. 

"• - •" ' l LET- 
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LETTER XXIV. 
Lady Bell to Lady Lucy. 

I Thank you for your intelligence 
♦again, Lucy; though give me leave,' * 
at the fame time, to teM you, that it is 
not the moft agreeable in the world j and 
to make it ftili kfs palatable, I am pretty 
fure it is true. Here is a Sir William 
Freeman who has made <a ftrange fufs . 
about^he. Lord Alhbourne correfponds 
with him. In hopes of gaining my 
good-will, he has promifed to lhew me 
aH his Lordfliip's letters. 

It Was juft after I deceived your Jail, * 
in which you gave foJfine h defcription'! 
of Mife Plaftow, that Sir William made : 
the above-mentioned promife. To con- 
fefe the troth finceiely, rfie penlftl of 

t*t your 
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your letter rendered me not a little en- 
vious and jealous. I fuffcred the man, 
therefore, to do what he would, though 
I defpifed him in my heart at the fame 
time, for his treachery to his friend ! —* * 
But this love makes fools, and forge-, 
thing worfe, of us all, as you will find 
by the inclofed, which is a copy of one 
of Lord Afhbourne's letters : I have 
tranferibed it />n purpofe for you, that, 
you may judge, by this fpecimen, in 
what manner he will, proceed. I am 
glad to find that he has fome confeien- 
tious qualms, and would have all men, who 
feel themfelves guilty of fuch double- 
dealing, be thoroughly fenfible of their 
error, apd m^t all tjie amends in their 
powe&->— Yoq will, J hope, carefully 
read this letter, and I beg you will fend 
me a particular account of Mifs Pla- 
ftow's fentiments about the writer of 

it,. 



it* that. I may know how to conduct 
myfelf, with the moft propriety, in an 
affair which requires, you will own, f 
bqlieve, both refolution — I was going 
co fay refignation— and delicacy. 

I am very forfy that you have dif- 
fered fo much on account of Frank- 
land's illnefs, and A fincercly wifh you 
may find him worth grieving for. As 
men go, there are few to be lamented. 
I confefs, however, I am fo difgufted 
with the whole fex at prefent* that I 
am not quite fo candid as I ought to 
be : yet I imagine that poor Afhbourne 
cannot help being ftich a weather-cock. 
His letter will fcrvq as a clue, to find 
out the inclination of his new favourite* 
Pray let me know, as foon as polfible, 
what obfefv&tions you make, /a re- 
runi, v i£ : I 0*8 &i? of any fcririce to you 
' with 
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with regard to Ffankland, y*>u khotfr 
you may command 

Yous*VOT-aflfe£ionate,. 

Arabella* Wallace. 

P. S. \Ghife I l*ate this Aflibournc,, I 
admire his ftraggles between honour.and 
inclination; 

LETT fe Rr XXW 

. i v ^ -> *'\ ""■'■ ' - 
Lord Ashbourne to Si^WiLf.iAMjF^E r 
. ^ man, Bart 

" - [ Inclofcd in the foregoing. ] 

1 Arrived here laft TueCday, and have 
fcen this fo much dreaded Mifs J?ia- 
ftow : dreaded indeed Ihe ought to iiave 
4 been 
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been by me^-rSh? : has. pot- only made? 
ijie adore ber^ butafchoff *f^y^. — \I r wh<fc 
thought JLady Bell Wallace fqperk>r to 
every other woman, now. think Mifs* 
Plaftow more lovely than the lovelieft* 
of hqr fex. — ?In another week or two,' 
perhaps, I may meet with half a dozen: 
womefl ;ftiU more defirable. than tithed 
of thefe l yet fuch is the, unfetded ftate J 
of my mind, that my fickleneffes and; 
caprices muft inevitably render ^me un- 
worthy qf any woman's affe&ion , and: 
efteem. Bjit you ought to be pypviourfly 
acquainted with every thing which re- 
lates to Mils Plaftow, or you may think; 
worfe of me than I deferve: and yet, 
you cannot entertain a worfe opinion, o£ 
nie than I do of myfelf. ... 

To begin then — I think Mifs Plaftow 
i$ one of the lovelieft, one of the moft 

elegant 
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elegant figures I ever beheld. • There is 
fuch a fymmetry in her whole form; fa 
much grice in her every motion, fuch 
a lively bloom, arifing from the happy 
combination of youth and health, in 
her countenance, fuch a dignity in her 
w, fuch a commanding fweetnefe in her 
afpeiSt — I was abfolutely ftruck at the 
Jfirft fight of her — I looked at her as at 
a fuperior being. I can hardly tell how 
I behaved, fo greatly was I dazzled by 
Aer charms, t felt myfelf, indeed, a 
mere non-entity. She; with a fweetnefs 
peculiar to herfelf, though it was, at the 
fame time, accompanied with a kind of 
delicate timidity, ftrove to re-aflure me, 
and has fincepaid me the moft flattering 
deference.— She behaves with a fubmif 
five refpeft, fufficient to touch the moft 
infcnfible. I have feverai times endea- 
voured 
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youred to convince her, that her fub- 
miffivenefs is by no means necefTary. — *- 
She tells me, with fuch an- enchanting 
expreflion in her eyes, and fuch a melting 
foftnefs in her voice, that fhe will ever 
be obedient to her guardian,, whom (he re- 
veres as aparent, having unfortunately loft 
both hers. — I fcarcely know what to fay 
to her, nor hpw to treat fo fine a young 
creature, who is all beauty in her form, 
all gentlenefs in her manners. She has 
a crowd of admirers, yet (he diftinguift^es 
no man particularly, though feme hi 
them appear to be very accomplifhed, 
and, in point of family and fortune, 
unexceptionable. As moft of her ad- 
mirers have applied to me 9 I afted her, 
the ojher day, whom (he preferred, Whom 
ihe favoured with her efteem. 

« Indeed, 
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c< IncJced, my Lord,?' replied fce, "I 
€i never gavd myfelf tKe trouble fe «- 

m amine their different merits.** 

* The man who is the objeft of your 
a choice," anfwered I, ** cannot be de- 
tt , ftitute of merit. Tfotf have a very 
"good tafte, and whoever is fortunate 
" enough' "to; be preferred- by you, Mift , 
" Plaftow," added I, with a figh, which 
I could not fupprefs, which I wifhed not 
to fupprefe, c< will be fure of my; con* 
«• ourrencfe*- " " ? ' - v 1<V 

A rqfy blufti overipread- her fair face, 
zt my fo freely promifed confent. SKe 
turned away her charming eyes, made a 
fitent curtfy^ and abruptly lefc die 
room. v 

How 
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How odd was Eer bcliavioor ! how 
very different from every other pact, of 
her conduct! how exceedingly enigma- 
tical! 

. Whch we met again, a foft kind of 
tender languor., which rendered her in- 
cptpreffibly lovely, was diffufed oyer 
Ijer whole petfbn. N.ow^nd % *h^n I caught 
h$r. gy<s^ faed on miitf; but {he averted 
xfem ynjnediately .on my obferwing 
tjwoi, or wb» &e few any body elfe. 
take notion pf th«m, Surely the dear, 
charming jgiii ctnoot be afraid of die, 
or do me theiajtiftice to imagine that I 
(hall ever wilh to compe;l her. No— ftie 
(hall be as free as air ~fhe (hall chufe 
the man (he likes, though I fhould die 
with envy at the fuccefs of the happy 
mortal who gains her heart. — I cannot 
decently Jeave Lady Bell, nor honcftly 

pretend 
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pretend to Mifs Plaftow ; for who, after 
having deceived one woman, can expeft 
to be received by another?*— I am 
rightly ferved. I defpifed my fathers 
advice, thinking that he could not chufe 
properly for me : I fancied he had no 
tafte — Howl wronged him! He had 
ehofen for me the moft fini&ed creature 
in theuniverfe. Slighting his intentions, 
and negle&ing, lhamefully neglc&ing 
to comply with his injunctions, I have, 
indeed, rendered myfelf wretched, and, 
moft probably, one woman unhappy: 
as I really believe that Lady Belt has a 
fincere, a tender regard. for me. Pray 
heaven defend me from throwing any 
more women into a fimilar fituation.— 
Should this Louifa ! — I fhudder at the 
thought — I dare not indulge fuch an 
idea— J w iu ft p here, left I ftiould go 
too far— I have already undone fnyfclf, 
^ 1 and 
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. and would not willingly undo any body 
dfe, 

» f z 

■ '-''('•. .... 

Write to : me * i t§U. m : **U Lady ;Bcll 
fays of me : (he capnot have a meaner 
opinion of rne than I have of my own 
-behaviour ; L though Ihe knows not how 
,heartily : I ddpfls ; j . jr ' 

. * : 'Your * 

. . Ashbourne. 



l et:te r Xxvf. : 

Lady Lucy to Lady Bell. 



M 



Y dear Frankland recovers apace : 
let me tall him fo Bell 5 he wi//, 
he muji be dear to me. Harriot Swyni- 

mer 
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iner has informed me thai he fays he 
owes his life entirely to my anxiety about 
him: that anxiety has, it leems, con- 
vinced him I have fitt a regard for 
him. — Could he have any doubts con- 
cerning it, poor fellow ? If he had, he 
knew very little indeed of ifty heart. I 
am half-angry with the Swymmets, how- 
ever, though they meant well; and if 
their communications about me have 
been really of fervice to him, I muft 
forgive them : yet furely Harry did not 
do right, in telling every thing which 
I wrote, in the height of my diftrefs, to 
his filter: by fhew»g my ktter, he was 
certainly guilty of an indifcretion : but 
if the perufal of that letter has contri- 
buted to Frankland's recovery, J canty* 
fay much againft it. He fits up the 
greateft part of the day, and will go 
into the country fqr the air, as foon as 

he 
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he is able to leave his room. „ I am fin- 
cerely rejoiced at his being to well as he 
is: I am quit? in fpirits. My friend 
Plaftow, on the other hand, is as melan- 
choly as you can imagine a mortal to be : . 
I wonder what is come to the poor girl. 
I. wi(h your Lord Afhbourne has not 
made a, hole in her little heart* She is 
attentive only £0 bim ; flie is afliduous 
to plcafe bim alone, and negle&s every 
thing fhe ufed to be fond of. — Perhaps 
{he. may think that ht?r behaviour is 
quite calculated, to make" an imprcffion- 
upon him ;i and I fancy indeed; that Jhe 
will be fuccefsful ; "for he, on bis fide, 
is no lefs folicitous to amuf?.and enter- 
tain ber, though he does ijot openly 
profefs any fuch defign. 

Vol, L K In 
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. ■ . - .£.-.■-. M • ' ' : ' 

In CoNTINtTATKW, 

I was interrupted by the tedy in quc- 
ftion, who came to aflc my advice in a 

difficult affair. 

We afe all invited to .Mr. Mill- 
bank's, who gfa£s aXupper and a ball, 
This delicate Louifa is in luch a pretty 
diftrefs how (he fhall difpofe of herfeif. 

u I have a great mind not do dance/* 
feid fhe, " becaufe I do riot know whom 
•* to fix upoft for a partner/* 



«* 



** You muft give the preference to 
the mar* yo U like beft,** replied I; 
that is eafily dtfne. M 



But 
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€< But they ire all the fame to me," 

'^rtfwered flle ; " aailitfcen if Lord Afti- 

" bourne lh6uld happen* to aft me, I 

" fhould be ready to die with vexation 

* 4 if pte-engaged." 

" You prefer Lord Aflibourne then 
Hc to all your other lovers ? " 

«A Why be jsf no lover," faid (he, 
colouring lffcefcarlet; " but I would 
" not difoblige him for the world % he 
" is fo good, fo confiderate tome: be- 
" fides, you know, my dear Lady Lucy, 
4< as my father left me under his care, 
" I would, therefore, do nothing to 
" difpleafe him. — 1 revere my father's 
44 choice of htm fo much, that I think 
" I can never endure his anger; — I will 
" refufe every man, therefore, who *1ks 
4< me to dance." 

K 2 "If 
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" If you dance with Lord Alhhourne, 
u after that," replied I, " you may 
** bring him into a quarrcL 

•* That is my terror-, there is my 
C€ diftrefs. I am diftra&ed how to aft.** 

" There is not the Jeaft difficulty,* 
tnfwered I, laughing ; " you have n<£ 
" thing to do but to tell Lord Affi- 
" boume what you have told me. He 
" will then foon inform you how to 
" a<*." 

" Qh ! I cannot, I cannot,** cried 
fhe, hlufhing. 

Lord Aflibounne, at that moment, en* 
tered the room, and not a little increafed 
both hex blufhes and her confufion. 

i P i- 
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' I pitied the poor thing] and therefore 
told fck Lordftiip that fee was quite it 
a lofe whom to accept of for a partner. 

This fimple fpeech of mine actually 
difconcerted him. The wifeft people, 
ibmetimes, are puzzled to know what 
aitfwef to return to the moft foolifb 
fpeech imaginable. 

He looked at ber, as if he wanted to 
difcover in her eyes the wtthed-fbr infor- 
mation— u Are you not determined,** 
laid he, with a languishing air, and tak- 
ing her hand 9 which he looked at as if 
he thought it the whiteft and fofteft in 
the univerfe (it is a very handfome ohc) 
" whom you (hall honbMrbychck>fing 
** him for your partner i* * - 

K 3 «sTw t 



., *\¥?*> yaj LiOUd," replied (he, with 
glowing cheekft "\:an befit direft me* 
" how to difpcfe of my hand, as it is 
" entirely at jwwfervice." 

/vWell jfoid,. child," thought I» 
tf jhis is carrying things as far as they 
" wiU;g9."— Iiully expefted his Lonk 
Ihip to take the* hint, and make a fuit- 
able anfwer : but no fuch matter : he 
only fighcd ! deeply, dropped her hand 
mJa ;hurry* and iaid, fhe was entirely 
hec jovm miftrefe, and at liberty to grant 
fafch a favour to the man whom (he 
thought moft deferving of it. 
i . . 

; , She looked embarrafled, at being al« 
lowed, a liberty (he had no-mind to make 
ufe of. Afte^a little hefitation, fhe; 
with a kind of abafhed arehnefs, looked 

. ■ - »P 
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ufci ' in Iris- face, and replied, '* Who 
«V does ydifr iUoftlfhip- <fchce'tflth ; ?* " { 

- 'ThisKvell-timect queftion fihl died the 
feuiinefs— He anfwered, " in tfohfportecf 
accents, I thought, " " With you, " my 
••* deaVKfHs fraffow; "if ytio Witt per- 
* hut hie to enjoy fo 'grfeat'ai hap'pi- 
« toek» •' ' - " ' < 6 't m <" ^ 



< : (!I 



The little glpley hivihgfhbw'gaitfed her 
^oint, faid, ; with a laughing fatisfadkioiT 
'tor ■' ' l 




ronceKning fiich/ a pfefmiflion r*' — : - 
fcfofcing a great ckal more .tliah : 'fhe 
AbiigiitpropertoYay,: 1 li/pgbfe^The^r 
botTrap^ared/to' be qi&e Qorijentec^ 
*ith<eacli $thfer: * * "•- i r • • - - 
: . • .. :« t ;* . / ■- j ^ . * • - 

•' "I K4 Thus, 
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Thus, my dear* I have taken the 
pain*<to fell, you what yffHf I fear, only 
produce frefli diifquiet to you ; but you 
infifted upon knowing xfyc worft:: -and 
were you not to be rendered uneafy by 
it, I (hould find much amufement in 
obferving the growing paflion betwqea 
Lord Afhbourne and Mifs Plaftow. In- 
deed, my dear, my keart is but of toa 
tender a make : I fit and think of Frank* 
Und, and wifli — Yet what fignifies wilh- 
ing? as fome poor fighing girl fays 
fomewhere— /ijprflpar, I had almoft for- 
got to tell ypu, that Mr. Fanfhaw came 
in, during % the. agitation of this affair, 
and finding Mifs Plaftow engaged, alk- 
ed me, in a very refpe&ftil manner, to 
honour^hio) yfith my hanfl.— -As it.wa* 
quite indifferent to me wfth whom I; 
danced, I complied with hisrequeft, and 
had a pretty decent, and not un-gallant 
; r ;. :, partner. 
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partner. My Lord and Louifa were, in 
the mean while, upon the high ropes. 
She fighed, and be looked— In (bort, 
there was the fweeteft dumb fcene of 
tcnderncfs exhibited by them to be ima- 
gined.— All this now muft be extremely - 
entertaining to ymi.— I fhould not, in- 
deed, lie fo communicative in this way, 
did I pot believe that I fhall, by the 
intelligence I tranfmit to you, cure you 
of an inclination which, if not checked 
in time, may become exceedingly trou- 
blefome to you. 

I have abfented myfclf from the man' 
whom I have all the reafon in the world 
to efteem— My felf-denial has coft me 
dear : yet I bear my voluntary banifb- 
mcnt with tolerable fortitude. If Frank- 
land was as inconftant as this Alhbournei 
—by the way, he is a handfomc fellow' 
K 5 —I 
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—I would throw him* at oncse f for ever 
fronj. trie.: I fliauld totally forget that 
I eye* had any reafon to think well of 
him ; D9 the fame, my dear Bell ; you 
wilLfoo^ fyid a man more worthy of 
yow, , . 



I J 



" Yours moft fincerely, 
i :moft affectionately, 



i.o« 



Lucy Menell. 



-•-L, ETTER XXVII. 
Mr. Frankland to Mr. Desborouoh. 

AFTER a fever which almoft 
brdught me to the brink of the 
gfave,. t am again able to hold my pen* 



For my recovery, I am indebted to that, 
dear angel Lady Lucy, . .who, upori 
hearing } wa^ ill, wrote^rlei^er^p Harr 
riet Swymrner^ ^ufficiqnt tp fiogyinp^ m«v 
that (he loves me extremely: aj)d y$c 
fhe refufes to,make n|e h^ppy, purely, 
from an apprehenfion of. makieg me. 
rpifera^lpH Dqar creafiure! how l<dajtf,£a 
herJ , T9 fo . gre^t a dejyqe,. ipdped^.'do; 
I doat on her, that t muft thi^^pf fonvs. 
means to improve n\y fortune,, /jjv 9$ter; 
to be able to procure a goipjp^teiipy for; 
lis. -—Heavens ! to talk of T a pflipetsjicy 
for a fine young woman pf .quality J 
Whpt a, ftrange father Ijad *he* ^feU 
her in So fcandaloiis ra .. manner.^ fi^ 
feryehtly dp I figh $r a. fo^unf $yafi\ 
to tny wifhes, arid to fee hex without % 
(hilling*, that I might convippe her ; of 
the (incerity, the &&te&&$$n§fe,Qf jqig 
paffipn for fccl L.jjwg jo l??hoj$i fcpjfc 
k'6 ' to 
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to throw myfclf at her feet, to thank 
her for the prefervation of a life which 
muft ever be devoted to her alone : but 
(he fbrbidi me either to vifit her, or to 
Write to' her : Yet, &rely, oh fuch an 
occafnfa as ^thi^ 1 may venture to break 
through rulfes Svhlch are in the higheft 
degree abfurd. It^s impofliblc to keep 
ffhirfmvand yet this dear girl expefts me 
tb conform to thent. — Charming, un- 
reaforiable 1 creature !— I willy I mufi fee 
her, if it te only to pour out my ac- 
knowledgments. — I could write j but 
words are too tame, too languid to ex- 
prefi the fedings of my heart : they 
tair only be read in the eyes, only felt 
in the thrdbbings : of my breift, in evety 
bounding pulfe, ■ at her approach. The. 
bare idea of meeting her fills me with 
fcnfations neither to be defined nor de- 
scribed s and occafions an inconceivable 

agita- 
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agitation, <?f my fpifits, I wiih you 
could fee her dear letter : I begged it of 
Harriot Swymmer, as if I had been beg- 
ging for my life* but fhe, percrapto-, 
rily, refufed me ; . telling me, at the? 
fame time, that 1 fliould not hare fcen 
it at all, had (he not, fearing I fhould 
never recover, been willing to make me 
as happy as I could be in this world. 
Thus, you fee, I was upon the point of 
entering into another world, before this 
kind creature would ftretch out her 
friendly hand to fave me. I will, there- 
fore, fee my Lucy, and foon too : for 
I ihall not think my health perfe&ly ne- 
eftablifhed, till I have fpoken with the 
dear caufe of my diforder. My head 
begins to grow giddy j I cannot yet* I 
find, fit long with my pen. 

Adieu, 
C.F. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXVIII. 
hddy "UufcY. to l^ady &slu : { 

•m yr Y dear, A dear Bell, how I have 
j^fJL been fhocked^ and frightened ! 
terrified j:o death, at the unexpe&ed ap-* 
pearance of Frankland, pale and ema- 
ciated I yet he looked alfQ inexpreflibly v 
amiable, a/id endearingly tender. 1 He* 
h^s almoft. undone me. 1 The furprife I 
felt at the fight of him is not to be de- 
scribed. 

* "While I was fitting, .alone, in the 

breakfaft-parlour, reading Thompfbn's 
works— Mrs. Selby was gone out in .the 
chariot — John opened the door, and 
told me that a Gentleman from Lon- 
don was arrived/ : ' * 

Scarce 
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Scarce had he . announced this Lon-. 
don-Gentleman, when he appeared.— 
Frankland appeared. 

I fcreamed with terror and amaze-, 
ment : but nobody minded me. The 
agreeable wretch advanced rapidly to 
the couch on which I fat, feized me in 
his aftos^ and embraced me fo clofely, 
that I really thought he would have de- 
prived me of my breath. 

" Good God ! Mr. Frankland," ex- 
claimed 1, breaking from him, " how : 
" came you h$re ? how could ypu ygn-t 
ture ?" — I faw plainly, indeed,, that hej 
was fo weak he could hardly Hand 5 that 
he could hardly articulate a fingle fyU 
lable. — He could only jufl get out— L 
" I am come to thank ypu"-^ and then; 
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funk into a chair in a ftate of infallibi- 
lity. 

You may imagine what I felt— 1 ac- 
tually believed that I faw him ready to 
expire. 

Sitting down by him, I hurried out 
my falts, and put them into one of his 
poor, cold hands, while I rubbed the 
other as brilkly as I could, not know- 
ing what in the world to do with him—* 
I was quite wild with impatience to fee 
him recover— I committed a thoufand 
follies, I fuppofe ? 1 feid to many good* 
riatured things to him, purely to com- 
fort him, that he afolutely fell into rap- 
tures — and talked very madly. — He 
iftfifted on my confenting to be bis 
immediately •, vented a vaft quantity of 
nonfenfc about living in a cottage upon 

tove, 
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lore; and fworcfo vehemently, Jie Woold 
not leave me till I had folemnly pro- 
mised to give him my h*nd in lefs than 
a fortnight, that I began to fear he had 
brought on his fever again by his rav- 
ing, and was delirious. 

You qumot conceive the terrifying 
fituation in which I felt myfelf-— Find- 
ing it altogether neceffary to coax him—* 
for I began to be afraid of him, and for 
him — I ikidr— " Now do, let me prevail 
? on you, Mr. Frankland, to go qui- 
V etlyhome: you want reft: this jour- 
" ney has been too much for you : how 
" could you undertake it ? and alone 
u too ? but I will lend a fcrvant with 
" you." i 

"I vUh you would gp with me your* 

? fclf. M ..;_ 

u How 
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« c Ho* Can ycfc talk' fo?" -fe^HhM V 
c * ftfch a thing is, you kntiw, tihpnte^ 

* tiiable : d6, therefore, compdfe your* 
u ' lclf — Let me intreat you, Mr. Frank- 
w 'land,*' continued I, ftiO feothing 
him. ■- '—' - /LlL "' 

" « Ami feally yotfr FraKKEmd Kan- 
fWered he, looking Wildly* at i*e, atti 
graiping my hands with a kind often-* 
der violence^ •" You d6 hot fpeak,: 
" -L*dy Lucy — you do* not* fay ^tfurt' F 
^'aftiydur-Trahkhnd. L A$id <£*£ Gftei.' 
"thtr you fey it,- br f ^ven s Jt^Nk^or 
<* not, T **i ywtfj akfae, ifobll) yottrsi 

* and : muft continue : fo to hiy latetf 

* bteafch— My deafeft- creatut^," • added 
he, clafping me again to his bofotnan 
fuch an ecftafy, fuch a delirium of joy, 
tRaft I £6ul& hoHt^elp TAffifl^ at the vio- 
lence of his behaviour ^ though T Was? 
v. oil -• at 
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at the feme lime$ every way hurt. by iV? 
My frailcs thrive- him into frefh rap- 
tures. He grev quite romafttic. 

•* What charming, what tender ex- 
« predion beams in thofe de* eyes!** 
eried he, looking ar me with fuch meart J 
ing in his own, that I was both af- ; 
fe&ed and frighted ; and I could not, : 
once, help faying, — " Do, my deaf 
v Frankland,. leave tne now : you are- 
*: really toy no means right * -yaik wtf f . 
1? bring on. yowrhvtr agam.— Cgme, j 
u you /fcrftf gakame " . • > 

" To cajl me your dear Frankland,^ 
replied he, "and to fend me from you 
V* m the fame breath— What an in&oiw 
",,fiftency!— «. Surely, my deareft Lu* 
««. cy-— " Inihort, he ran on till! b&i 
gan to think I never ihbuld: prevail 

on 
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pn him to ftir j I really feared too that 
he was light-headed. — Luckily, w^ifc 
I was embarrafled, my aunt returned.— 
Being informed that Frankland was in 
the parlour, (he came in out of com- 
pliment to m 9 to welcome him. I in- 
treated her to ftay with me, and with 
ber afliftance, at laft I prevailed on htm 
to get into the carriage, after haying 
made him take fome refrefliment, and 
infilled upon his letting John go be- 
hind it, to fee him fafe totown, and to 
bring me word how he left him. AH 
this feemed to pleafe him exceedingly? 
but when, to prevent any future jour- 
hies of the fame kind, I told him very 
fcrioufly, calling Mrs. Selby to witnefi 
what I laid, that, till my fortune was 
wended, I would never more .fee him, 
he changed colour, and trembled fo 
much, that I was aftually on die point 

of 
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of recalling my words. I could not, 
however, help adding, that he might 
depend upon* my referring rayfelf for 
him alone, but that there were a number 
of reaibns juft now for my intreating 
him not to defite what I could not pot 
fibly comply with.. He appeared to 
have ilill a mind to expoftulate, but 
Mrs. Selby and I looking as if we really 
both wifhed him fairly out of the houie, 
he took his leave at laft, yet with (o vio- 
lent an embrace, that I thought he 
would have quite devoured me. He 
mufi be difordered in his head : poor 
dear fellow ! he never ufed to take fuch 
liberties. How very much do I pity 
him! Indeed, Bell, I am extremely 
unhappy, for this laft interview has 
made him a thoufand times worfe than 
ever : but I ought not fo tire you perpe- 
tually wich my affairs, and I have no 

others 
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others to relate, which will give you 
any pleafure, as it is vefy clear to me, 
that both Lord Alhbourne and Mils 
Plaftow becorhe more and more attached 
to each other. He, indeed, endeavours 
to ftifte bis growing paflion, but Jhe in- 
dulges hers-, yet with a modefty and de- 
licacy that cannot but be pleafing.— 
What a pity it is he did not fettle his 
affe&ions Upon Louifa before he became 
acquainted with you ; for as things are 
at prefent, I am afraid you will all fuf- 
fer confiderably. In fhort, Bell, this 
love, if it does not prove fuccefsful, oc- 
cafions more anxiety than delight - 9 and 
1 begin to find myfelf exceedingly dif- 
quieted by it.— I am, however, 

Yours, maft fincerely, 

L. M- 

P. S. 
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- K.S.. By. the : way, xyoji have at better 
intclligender in Sir -WtfAtatfi thaa I can: 
i* ; r but ift-my next yo&rlhaH Know, what 
•Mife: Plafiow rf drinks, of ..Lord Afth 
bourne; for fee grows every day more 
communicative.: - • u 
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l e r t e k xxixl' ' 

Lady Bell to Lady Lucy. 

•']..'. .• » • - ' * ' , ' ' t . ' : , ■ 

YO U tell me t no particulars rela- 
ting to Mif$ Plaftow^ and, yet, if # 
, I have any penetration, flie is violently 
in love with Affybourne, who rifes in 
jfly } efte^m for, his behaviour. I wifh I 
.pnly efteemed him, Lucy ; but his earneft 
endeavours to be conftant, to refcrve 

himfelf 
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himfclf for m f and the painful fenfa- 
tions which I am pretty fiire he feels on 
my account, increafe my afiedtion, for 
him, and make me with I had attrac- 
tions fuperior to thole which the happy 
girl deftined to poflefs him enjoys. 
She will dcferve him better than I do, 
as fhe makes ufe only of honeft arts to 
gain him, while I meanly encourage, or 
at leaft do not difcourage y Sir William's 
continuing to (hew his friend's letters. 
Another of tbofe letters I fend you in- 
clofcd^I am in fo low-fpirited, fo mor- 
tified a way, in confequence of the pe- 
rufal of them, that I can only refer you 
* to that letter for youf amufement, beg- 
ing you, at the fame time, to found 
Plaftow about her lover. When you 
have founded her, pray communicate 

your 
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your obfervations with all poffible ex- 
peditiori to, ' - ' 1' 

Yours affectionately,- 

A. Wallace. 



LETT E R XXX. 

Lord Ashbourne to Sir William 
Freeman. 

[Inclofed in the foregoing.] 

WHAT a fituation am I in ! a fi- 
tuation which would make moft 
men quite happy, but it has thrown me 
into the greateft perplexity. 

y ot.l L Piaftow, 
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Plaftow, this amiable, this charming 
Plaftow, certainly prefers me to all her 
admirers. — A moft animating certainty, 
you will fay — I find it far otherwise ; and 
yet, after all, perhaps I only fancy (he 
prefers me. — We are very apt to realize 
ourwifhes. — Surely, however, I cannot 
be fuch a coxcomb as to deceive royfelf 
fo egregioufly ;" but you y who are impar- 
tial, you (hall hear, and judge. 

She came* down a few days ago with 
a miniature on her arm, fet with brilli- 
ants, but bound only with a piece of 
black .velvet; j^t iipthiag could have 
made the fnowy foftnefs of the flefh ap- 
pear to greater advantage. I was half 
diftra&ed to know ,who was happy e- 
nough to be fo »diftinguiflied*-^-Then 
curbing my impetuojus fancy, I beg^n 
to think it might.be the portrait of her 

. ; ..father, 
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father, or mother, or fome other rela- 
tion. However, I advanced to fatisfy 
my curiofity. — Guefs my aftoniftiment 
to find a miniature of myfelf. 

.We both bluflied. 

Taking hold of one of the fined 
hands in the world, I tenderly prefled it. 
The charming girl endeavoured to make 
fome apology, by telling me that my 
father had left it her. — A good memen- 
to, thought I, with regard to other le- 
gacies ftill dearer, ftill more valuable. 
I only kindly anfwered, that fince fhe 
did me fo much honour as to wear my 
refemblance, I begged her to render it a 
more defirable ornament, by the accep- 
tance of a firing of pearls, as I had 
feen no arm which would fhew them to 
fuch advantage. 

L z She 
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She fmiled, blufhed, caft down her 
fweet eyes, and faid fhe was greatly o- 
bliged to me. 

Charming creature! I had the tran- 
fporting pleafure to fee her wear them 
the next day. In ihort, fhe does every 
thing to pleafe me, to fix my heart for 
fever : and yet I d ve not think of her. 
J "have already engaged myfelf; I have 
given my promife to another ; I muft be 
a villain, therefore, to pretend to her. 
The very idea makes me quite fick; my 
head turns round. 



In Continuation. 

I am fo out of fpirits, fo very much 
difordered, that I know not what to do 
with myfelf. I am fo inpapable, alfo, of 

con- 
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concealing my uneafinefs, that I am be- 
come utterly unfit for fociety* 

. What an angel is this Louifa!: She 
fees my inability to fupport myfelf un* 
der the preffure of my difquietudes 5 fhe 
fees how feverely I am diftrefled, by hot 
being able to make advantage, of the 
delightful partiality fhe hourly difcovers 
for me. I have been fo deje&ed, fo pi- 
tied, indulged, and attended to, that t 
can never continue much longer here.' 
I fhall undo her, myfelf, Lady Bell, and 
every body.. 

I fcarcely fpoke all day, yefterday; 
Louifa followed me about, enquired ove* 
and over where my pain lay, offered mq 
her eau de luce bottle, and fetched me 
flowers to fmell to •, and when fhe faw 
me, after dinner, fo little in a condition 
L 3 to 
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to fuftain a part of the conversation, as 
to retire into the next room, (he came 
after mc. There, with the moft perfua- 
five looks, and in the moft melting ac- 
cents, Ihe dcfired me to try to fleep. 

I told her it was impofiiblc for me to 
clofe my eyes. 

. u Recline on this fofa, then,** faid 
flie, " and I will ling to you with my 
£ lute, or read you to reft." 

1 complied with her good-natured 
proposals, merely becaufe (he fo earneft- 
Jy folicited my affent to them; becakfe 
I receive the higheft fatisfa&ion from 
giving her pleafure, and becaufe I could 
not refill the enchanting delight I felt 
*n giving her an opportunity to Ihew 
nie how far her friendlhip would carrj^ 

her. 
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k€r. Throwing myfeH^' therefore, im<» 

mediately upon the fofa, Lctefiird her 

to fit down in a chair by me. She then 

took up her lute,= and fung in fo ravifh- 

mg a ftyle, that I could hardly keep my 

tranfports within bounds,—*! pretended*. 

however, to try toiifleep* arid covered 

toy. face .with my hand 5 by fa doings t 

law all h«r proceedings through my fin* 

gers. 

- When ftuer bad finifhfed her fong, ftie 
laid down her lute foftiy on the table, 
perceiving me lie very quiet, ^ and 4a& 
down again by me, looking at me with 
the greateft tenderndfs. Ndw and then 
a gentle figh heaved her Idvely. bofdm V 
jmrflfc did not {tir— Pretexting, atJafly 
. to be faft afleep, I let triy-'head drop 
lower on the cufhion, ftilf, however, 
- L4 : keeping 
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keeping: rayfclf in a pofition to : behold 
her beauties, y f *.. 

When I had been for fome time in 
that fituation, fhe rofe foftly, as I did 
not move, came nearer to me, and at 
length knelt down in order to examine 
ijie more, clofely.— Flefh and bloodr 
could not bear this,— To fee her fo near 
me, to feel her breath upon my cheek ! 
—Oh ! there was no enduring it.— I re- 
moved my hand from my face, and in- 
ftaritaneoufly— involuntarily . I may fay, : 
threw it round her neck. 

Starting back, fhe looked abafhed, 
alarmed; yet, at the fame time, was, 
evidently, not diipleafed, though it was 
certainly neceflary for her to appear fo. 
She attempted to rife, but I gently de- 
tained her, while I read every tender 

paflion 
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paffion of her foul. After fome drag- 
gling fhe got up, and with -her fac$, 
with that fnowy neck which I had dared 
to encircle with my arm, glowing like 
fcarlet, cried, " What do you mean, 
44 my Lord ? — Let me go, . o* — "" 

Anger now, not love,, darted from 
thofe charming eyes, which had lan- 
guifbed with fo much tendernefs a mo- 
ment before.. 

/ rofe alfo, followed tier,, took hofcU 
of her hand, and intreated her to par- 
don the crime of which L had been* 
gyilty, and which had not been wil- 
fully committed, as I" was,, during the- 
commifflon of it, in a ftate between, 
fleeping and waking;, adding,, that £ 
was, at. that moment,, hardly myfelf,. 
that J was in a delicious dream, and that. 
L 5 Lfound: 
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I found it almoft realized, in waking 
from it, by feeing her fo near me. 

" I have indeed," replied fhe, co- 
hered with blufhes of a deeper dye, 
44 nobody to blame but myfelf— but I 
44 went to look at — I mean I dropped 
J™ fomething, I believe," continued 
flie, totally difconcerted.— - ct Pray ex- 
*• cufe me, my Lord," concluded Ihe, 
—and rufhed out of the room. 

h it not plain now, Freeman, that 
fhe is far from being indifferent about 
me? But I have a ftill more unqueftion- 
able proof of her prepofleffion in my 
favour. 

Being very reftlefs, and wretched in- 
deed, I went after her. I found h£r 

fitting 
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fitting on a garden-feat, leaning her head 
upon her hand. 

. Sitting down by her, ,I { toofc her hand 
again,?— " You.areinot quite, angry. with 
44 me* my diear Mifs Plaftpw, I hope?**; 

46 I am angry with nobody but my- 
« 4 felf, my Lord*" 

.:" You will not be angry at all, then, 
44 . Madam/' anfwcrcd 1 •, "as. no woman 
'.'.can poflibly conduft herfclf with 
" greater propriety/' 

.. She JQgfcd, fhe bteffeed, ;fbe; with* 
drew her hand^r-Then looking at, m4 
earneftly, fhe gave it to me again ; I 
feized it with tranfpott, and prefled it to 
my , lips with an ardour fully fufficient 
to convince tier that I feel the warmeft 
j\ .- L 6 paffion 
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paflion for her, but that I dare not di£ 
cover it, as I am under the moil: folemn 
engagement to Lady Bell; an engage- 
ment to which, dreadful as the remem- 
brance of it is to me, I will moft fa* 
lemnly adhere, as far as is in my- power. 
— But what mull Lady Bell think of 
me ? I have not wrote to -her fince my 
return to England. I am afhamed^ in* 
deed, to write ; I know not what to fay ^ 
yet I will exert. mj&\£~ • I wiM inform 
Lady Bell that I am preparing to 'wait 
on her,: in order to perform my promife, 
if (he is ready to accept of me. If Hie 
does accept of me, I muft tear myfelf 
from this i too changing Lduifa. for cwr» 
How hard is the fate-t>f j i : v> 

Your 

J£ • . ASHBOVRNE T 

• "*v- v • - - • . » • \ t ' 

'!_«.. 1 . . . - v. 

: f ' LET- 
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LETTER XXXR 

Lady Lucy to. Lady B s l.l* 

I Am fet down to tell you* what you 
fo carneftly deffre to know, Mift 
Plaftow's fentiments concerning her lo- 
ver. I can gratify your curiofity with 
the greateft eafe,. as (he has opened every 
fold of her Tittle heart to me,, without 
giving me the trouble to difcover mine. 

* While T was fitting, a few days ago, 
in one of the temples in the garden, fhe 
came in. the prettieft flutter of fpirits i- 
maginable, and throwing herfelf down 
by me,, faid flie had brought her work, 
and was come to chat with me. She 
then took out her work, but appearecT 

to 
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to be in great confufion, and feemed 
hardly to know what ftie was about. 

" How is Lord Aflihoume ?" faid I, 
carelefsly. 

She blu(hed exdeffively, and replied; 
that he was not at all well. 

Seeing that fhe had a defire to talk of 
him, I gave her all decent encourage- 
ment. 

. " He is a very fenfible man," conti- 
nued I. 

This fet her a going,. 

" Only the tnoft amiable of men,** 
anfwered fhe, echoing, u I have ever 
" met with." 



*c 



How 



The Disinterested Marriage. 231 

" How happy are you, my dear Mifs 
€C Plaftow, to be 1 under the care of fuch 
« a man!" 

" I don't know that/ 5 faid fhe, very 
much embarrafled. " People may be 
" too agreeable fometimes." 

" Surely that is, impoffible," replied 
I, laughing, 

cc Not at all. — ^1 wiih I could think 
" fo :— but I fear I (hall find Lord Afli- 

" bourne too pleafirtg.** 

* 

" There is no harm, my dear," faid 
I,' " in being pleafed with people of 
" merit ; and Lord Aftibourne has cer- 
" tainly a Confiderable Aiarc," . 

« You 
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u You don't underftand me," an- 
fwered (he,, bluftung extremely; "I 
u am afraid of liking Lord Aflibourne 
u better than he likes me." 

**■ Certainly that cannot be,!' laid I, 
u though your modefty will not let you 
« think fo." 

c< Oh ! you dd not know, Lady Lu- 
c< cy, how ridiculoufly I have behaved ; 
"but,, indeed, I could no way help it. 
" I felt an. irreffftible impulfe, urging 
" me beyond a poflibili'ty of retreat. 
" You cannot imagine what I have done. 
c * No woman fhould ever let a man 
* read her ftntiments about him, be- 
** fore he has madfc a declaration in her 
" favour. Oht my dear Lady Lucy, 
" Lord Afhbourne mujt know that I am 
** partial to him., I have difcovcred all 

" the 
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44 the tendernefs of my heart, which he> 
44 could not miftake, and it encouraged* 
44 him to take many liberties I ought 
44 not to have permitted." 

44 Blefs me, Mifs Plaftow," cried I>, 
* 4 what can his Lordfhip have done to^ 
c * make you talk in this manner P' 

44 Oh!" replied fhe, "I was fo af- 
C6 fefted by his indifpofition — but I do. 
cc not know how to tell you — and yet I 
44 will try. — Being extremely hurt by his. 
44 continual complaints, his continual 
44 deje&ion, I availed myfelf of every 
44 Toothing art to relieve him j I begged 
44 him, to try to deep while I fung to, 
44 him— My efforts fucceeded : he fell 
cc faft afleep, as I imagined, and I was 
44 then tempted to take a little nearer 
44 view of him. — You know he is very 

handfome 
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41 handfomc — I knelt down before him, 
4 * only to examine his fine perfon, which 
Cl I cannot venture to look at with at- 
c< tention, when his piercing eyes are 
44 levelled at me. — To be fure, it was 
** exceedingly foQlifh in me — but, ,as I 
* faid, my dear Lady Lucy, I was 
44 driven by a force hot to Be* refitted, 
44 to aft fo inconfiftently* and, in a man- 
44 ner which revolted fo much againft 
44 modefty and difcretion.— Waking on 
44 a fudden, he threw his Hand found 
4€ * myneck, and drew irtt clofc to him. — It 
44 is impoflible for me to defcribe my 
41 fenfations, or for you to conceive 
44 what I felt. *' I broke from him, at 
44 laft, and hurried away. He followed^ 
44 me, begged my pardon, and was fo 
44 rdpeftful, fo tender, that I. did not 
44 know what to fay to him." 

« You 
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" You are now, then, upon the foot- 
" ing of lovers ? " faid I, interrupting 
her. 

c * Oh I no $" replied ftie, drawing up 
a little, " we are not : Lord Alhbourne, 
44 indeed, has a right to pretend to me. 
" —He had his own father's and my 
" father's leave — What then can hinder 
" him, if he has really an inclination ?— 
" If he has not," added flie, with a 
fwelling figh, " why then — he ought 
*' not to take the notice of me he bos 
" done. He ought not to feed me with 
" hopes that are never to be attended 
u with fuccefs." 

Here a few tears ftarted from her 
eyes, and rolled down her pretty face. 

The 
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• The gentleman in queftion immedi- 
ately appeared. — He told her, by way 
of apology for his abruptnefs, that 
Mrs. Ellers had juft heard of the unex- 
pected coming of fome company to din- 
ner. •— w Mrs. Ellers," continued he, 
." thought it would be agreeable to 
" you to know this intelligence in time, 
w and was going to difpatch a fer- 
" vant ; but I defired I might fave her 
" that trouble—" He then, advancing 
nearer towards Louifa, faw the tears 
ftill trembling in her eyes — With a look 
exquifitely tender, he took her hand — 
" What is the matter, my dear Louifa ?" 
(aid he, 

" Nothings my Lord*' • anfwered (he, 
pulling away her hand haftily — " No- 
" thing," added flie, turning from him. 

This- 
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This coolnefs hurt him, I perceived, 
exceedingly. He feized her hand, how- 
ever, again, though I was present, and 
faid fomething to her in a low key- 
but in foothing, in affedtionate accents. 
A fecond time (he drew her hand from 
him, came to me, and took hold of my 
hand. 

Thus, repeatedly diftanoed, he made 
no more attempts of the fame kind, but 
fighed, and looked as if he was quite 
undone •, for fhe kept up a referve— 
while I ftaid at leaft — which prevented 
any appearance of a reconciliation : yet 
her train all feem to think themfelves in 
a hopelefs condition. Fanftiaw, the 
prettieft fellow among them, would fain 
enlift himfelf in my fervice, but no man 
ever can fupplant Trankland ; though, 
to do Fanihaw juftice, he has every re- 

quifite 
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quifite to pleafe, with that very necef- 
fery addition, a large, independent for- 
tune, which will be entirely at my dif- 
pofal, he tdls Mrs. Selby, on my deign- 
ing to honour him with my hand. Mrs. 
Selby is a ftrong advocate for Fanftiaw, 
but I can never take ray heart from his 
powerful rival, and beftow it on another. 
I would not, on any account, give Frank- 
land reafon to charge me with a dif- 
^ honourable conduft, were I not fo fin- 
cerely attached to him as I am. — We 
complain, of the ficklenefs of the men— - 
too many of our lex encourage them to 
be fo by their own caprice. However, 
though I can never love Fanihaw, I can- 
hot poffibly deny him my efteem. He 
deferves every thing indeed, as he be- 
haves in a noble, difinterefted manner. 
When he firft made his addrefles to me, 
his behaviour was particularly genteel : 
% he 
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he opened, them with aft apology for 
the abf yptnefs of bis carriage, afluring 
i»e, at the fame time, that he ftould 
npt have xeatwred to (peak upon the 
fubjeft, near as it was to his heart, had 
he not been credibly informed I had re- 
jefted a very amiable m*n, under the in- 
fluence of the moft generous motives. 
— "Struck with you at firft fight," 
continued he, " I could not help wifh- 
44 ing that I had known you before I at- 
" tached myfelf to Mifs Plaftow : and 
** I hope that I fliall not be lowered in 
u your opinion, by faying that I fliould 
** not have left htr^ had I not found it 
4 * but df my power to touch her heart." 

I allured him, in return, that I ad- 
mired his franknefe, but repeatedly de- 
clared I could only beftow my efteem on 
him. 

He 
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He replied, that it fhould be the 
ftudy of his life to defenre the continu- 
ance of it, and begged I would not re- 
fufe him opportunities to improve his 
' acquaintance with me. 

I neither granted nor reje&ed that re- 
queft; we are, therefore, rather upon 
an intimate footing. 



In Continuation. 

Poor Frankland has had a relapfe,incon- 
fequence,I fear, of his hafty vifit to me: he 
is, however, a fecond time out of danger. 
I really fufFer exceedingly upon his ac- 
count. In the midft of my diftrefles oc- 
cafioned by his returning diforder, I was 
perfecuted with frelh folicitations from 
Lord Graflington, whom Mrs. Selby, 
when I did not in the leaft expert him, 

admitted 



The D !«*T*R«wr*p Ma^iag^ %+i 

tdmjttjed fo me. f w?$ both grieved, 
and iQttt .of feumow* &i haying juft hear4 
of Fr^fciwd\i$a|>fe, iand therefor 
gave, wy i4wd ftr.v^Miferept reccp- 
«brt UtffcftL J t$Wye r I was roorefr^ 
fftl and fj«vito tha»J h»w ev^r been 
fiats be faft few m$-\ My peevifhneft 
fo difgufted hisn rttfca degrees fo much 
wa? bo aJ&nded jit jt, ; tbtt Ending lie 
could Jtwkfr op*hin^#f me, he recimi, 
and left me at tyberry,. tpbtedulge my 
Own melancholy and difcontent. Fan- 
ihaw, feeing me m a ftate bordering up- 
on defp^jr, in bis opinion, exerted him- 
felf greatly to amufe me •, but his en- 
deavours were not attended with the de- 
fired fuccefs.. I am under confiderable 
obligations to him, however, for the 
pains he has taken to pleafe me \ and I 
have tried to cxprefs my acknowledge- 
ments in the moft grateful terms. My 
Vol. I. M acknow- 
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acknowledgments o$ the grateful kind 
are, I fancy, miftaken -'by Mrs. Selby: 
flic imagines, I dart fay, chat a tenderer 
paffion has -no fmalMbiare in ithem. 1* 
on the contrary, who, certainly, beft 
know my own heart, am very fenfiWe 
that I fhall never feel a more tender pat 
ikm than 1 feel for him at prefent : yet 
I am incapable of refufing him the po- 
licenefs anil cofrfidGration to which he is 
juftlyintitledirohi « I :. • .. 

Your ever affe&ionate 

L. M. ' 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXIL 
Mr. Frankland to Mr. Desborouch; 

I Have been prevented from anfwering 
your letter by a return of my fever : 
it ftill hangs about me, and makes me 
unfit for every thing. 

» 
Lady Lucy* wha correfponds with 
Mifs Swymmer,, has exprcffed great con- 
cern at my illnefs, and fays that I in- 
creafed it by coming down to Selby-Park 
before I was well enough to undergo 
the fatigue of fuch a journey. Part of 
this, . I believe; is true, as my fpirits 
were fo violently agitated at the fight of 
ber y after ihe had fpoken fo tenderly 
about me to Harriet Swymmer, that the 
fhock, weak as my condition then was, 
too much afFc&ed me. However, though 
Mt it 
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it is very evident that Lady Lucy loves 
tare, fhe will, on no account, cortfent to 
an union with me : an union which muft, 
(he fays, effedkiially ruin us both. Yet fhe 
declares, ai the feme time, that, had fhe 
not loft the gfeateft part of her fortune* 
fhe would waffjf me to-m6frrow. -**» 
There is a fatisfafHon, indeed, in heaN 
ing of that declaration :*— but fhe is too 
getterous~fhe Will nfcvcr, Ihe fays, di* 
ftrefsthe man whom Aie loves. I teft 
her, that the difetafutt Which I made of 
my paflion for her was entirely occafion- 
ed by that loft, a* V never fhcfuld have 
prefumed to addffcfe her, had I not 
thought we were more on a levd by it. 
;>— AU I can fey, however, is to no pui^ 
pofe — I cannot pfetfail on heir to agree 
to the accomplishment of my wiftits. 1 
hardly think it right, indeed, to be too 
preffing. NtH-my eftate is muth tob 
-• trifling 
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trifling for the ptavifian of a woman of 
her birth and connexions : ami ih* call* 
not, without degrading herfelf, think of 
being united to the owner of k*— But 
then, on the other hand, 1 cannot help 
Wilhing, that i had never been acquaint- 
ed with fo defirable a mature.— A fa. 
male companion, 'tis true, was ever the 
ardent defire of my heart * I have met 
with one who has eyery charm, per* 
fonal and intellectual, to make me fu- 
premely bfeft : but — we are not deftined 
to be happy with each other — Without 
her I cannot now be happy : happinefej 
therefore, in this world, I ccafe to ex- 
peft.— My health is in a very uncertain 
ftate -, and it ifc mote thah probable, that 
I may never enjoy its re-eftablifhment.~ 
Yet, as the dear caufe of all my faffe*- 
tngs has been kind enough to intreat n£ 
to take care of my health, and as my 

phy& 
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phyficians aflure me that nothing but 
change of air, and exercife, can give 
tne a chance for recovering ; I am de- 
termined to go down, and exift upoh 
my eftate, as long as I am able to re- 
main in the world. 1 cannot hope m 
Jive, that is, to have any relifh for lifc y 
without her, by whom alone life can be 
rendered eligible. 

Yours, 6cc. tic. 

C. FRANKt AND. 

LETTER XXXIII. 
Lady Luer to Lady Bell. 

FRANK LAND is gone down to 
Oak-Abbey to live, without having 
take® leave of me ; without having evep 
defired to fee me. He has removed 

every 



The Disinterested Marriage, 147 

every kind of thing that belonged to 
him in London, as if he never defigned 
to fee it again., I felt myfelf offended 
at this precipitate, this unadvifed ftep ; 
as I faf>pofed it to be-rflike-a giddyi 
thoughtJefs creature, as I am. I pien r 
tioned it to Harriet Swymmer. She 
told me fn reply, that he went entirely 
by order of his phyficiap, who thought 
him in great dagger. . 

, You cannot; th k ink how I was flutter- 
ed by this anfwe*. If Frankland Ihould 
not recover, I fhall be vain enough tcf 
imagine myfelf accefl^fyrtoi his death? 
that will abfolutely lcill me. s My hearp 
fhrinks at, the bare idea of it. I believe 
I ihould be quite in defpair, did not 
Fan(haw*s company relieve me : he gives 
up his whole tiiiie to me, he amufes 
me ; — » that is, he endeavours to amufe 
x me— 
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me— I cannot be amu&d : I have no re* 
lifh for any thing. I, ftjH, accufe my-i 
frlf, perpetually-*-** rather accufe ray 
untoward fate, ;which will not kt me to 
happy.-*-My pocrf dear .'fdkw; to*, : h» 
fate fetms-to be equally untowand. : The 
tonly ufe I make of Fanfliaw is, to talk 
to him continually of Frankkmd : and 
he Jrftens tome, he encourages me, with 
a patience which is very uncommon : it 
is, however, very pleafing : yet he will 
never fueceed witfe me, whatever he ©ay 
think. I find' I canhot live without 
Frankland : if, therefore, he. ihould 
hot -get well, -y6it may reckon me among 
the inciirables alfa. » 

' \ l Adieu For the ptefent. 

L.M. 
The End of VOL. I. 

- t fyratum. Page 177, Line 14, rtgdevd. , 
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